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BGANZ (NZ) SCHOLARSHIP 
available for this.  

Grants of up to $2,000 may be made with 

preference given to projects with shared 

funding, particularly where a óBGANZ 

Scholarshipô might stimulate other sources 

of support. All applications will be 

considered at the bi -annual executive 

meetings of BGANZ -  New Zealand. Any 

committee member involved in an 

application will be abstain from this 

discussion. While a seeding grant may be 

considered, full payment will usually be 

made on completion of the project and 

evidence of the expenses incurred. The 

grant will need to be used within 18 months 

of approval.  

The application should include:  

-  Name of submitter and contact details.  

-  The scope of the project and its benefits.  

-  Evidence of specialist expertise of the 

person/applicant being funded.  

-  A projected timeframe.  

-  A breakdown of anticipated costs including 

identification of other possible or confirmed 

sources of funding.  

Applications should be made in writing to 

the BGANZ branch president a month 

before the spring and autumn BGANZ (New 

Zealand) executive meetings.   

Alan Matchett  

PO Box 5045  

Central City Dunedin  

alan.matchett@dcc.govt.nz  

Next BGANZ (New Zealand) Spring Seminar  

Dunedin Botanic Garden will be hosting the next BGANZ meeting and seminar on 
8 th  -  9 th  September 2011. The theme this time is óCollection Managementô 

Thursday 8 th  Sept  
1 ï 3pm Tour of the Gardens  
3-4pm Workshop  

Friday 9 th  Sept  
8am ï 4.30pm Workshops and discussion  

Note -  You will need to make your bookings sooner than later because the Rugby 

World Cup games start in Dunedin on Saturday 10 th  so you may want to stay over 
ï or not!  

A primary aim of BGANZ is to support 

professional development and increase the 

collective expertise within New Zealandôs 

public gardens. The BGANZ Scholarship 

Fund is available to support projects that 

will add to our knowledge and expertise 

and create more learning opportunities. 

Generally this may be achieved in one of 

three ways:  

1. Supporting overseas experts in a 

relevant field giving seminars or 

conference presentations in New Zealand 

preferably at two or more venues.  

2. Sponsoring New Zealand experts from 

other relevant fields of expertise 

presenting at a BGANZ seminar and or a 

circuit of member Gardens.  

3. Providing assistance to garden staff 

undertaking specialist study overseas and 

presenting their findings at a BGANZ 

seminar or conference.  

Projects will be considered where:  

-  They increase the knowledge and 

expertise of BGANZ member gardens 

usually through presentations at BGANZ 

sponsored seminars and conferences.  

-  The subject of the presentation or study 

is relevant to most member gardens.  

Funding of overseas travel is generally 

only open to staff from financial member 

gardens and, in addition to a seminar 

presentation, a paper or article may be 

requested. This funding is not intended to 

support attendance at BGANZ conferences 

because separate funding is already 

mailto:alan.matchett@dcc.govt.nz


Potter Childrenôsô Garden at Auckland Botanic Gardens  

An extension to the existing childrenôs garden was also 

opened in November 2010 by His Excellency the 

Governor General. Both stages of this garden were 

substantially sponsored by the Potter Masonic Trust.  

Each year around 8,000 school children participate in 

hands on environmental programmes at Auckland Botanic 

Garden and this new addition will support an expanded 

education programme with a wider range of activities all 

based around sustainability. Signage and a booklet 

entitled óAgent Ani explores the Potters Childrenôs 

Gardenô are available from the Information Centre.  
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GARDENS 
In November and December last year four 
exciting new garden features were opened 
that will be worth checking out  as you 
travel around the country.  

Mediterranean Garden  at Dunedin Botanic Gardens  

This garden was opened by the Governor General last 

December with funding from the Friends of DBG, Otago 

Community Trust and bequests from Nancye Sime and 

Barbara & Dick Calvert. Situated below the Southern 

African plant collection the surrounding natural bush 

provides a sheltered microclimate suitable for growing 

the hardier plants native to the Mediterranean coastline.  

The main feature of this garden is a paved Italianate 

terrace that provides some magnificent views out over 

the Leith Valley. Below this staff have constructed 

massive dry stone retaining walls. The collection has 

been broken up into plants from the north and south 

Mediterranean and Mediterranean Islands. These include 

a wide range of bulbs, annuals, perennials, shrubs and 

trees. Many are iconic to the area such as Italian 

cypress, the olive, soldier poppy, European fan palm and 

herbs such as rosemary, thyme, lavender and bay 

laurel. One of the biggest challenges was finding straight 

species for each collection rather than just cultivars of 

common garden plants. A typical feature of many of 

these Mediterranean plants are the spines and grey -

green colouring developed in response to their harsh 

native conditions.  

The Edible Garden at Auckland Botanic Gardens  

This redeveloped garden was opened in November 2010. 

The aim of the redevelopment programme was to 

improve engagement with visitors, giving them new ideas 

and inspiration for their own gardens.   

This garden is made up by a series of garden rooms 

featuring different types of edible garden.   

The Auckland Orchard displays fruit trees that 

perform well in Aucklandôs conditions. 

The Culinary Courtyard features a range of common 

and unusual herbs, fruit and vegetables.  

The Kiwi Backyard garden has a more organic feel 

and features composting tips, an edible food forest, 

raised planter beds and an old tool shed.  

The Walled Garden presents ideas on how to grow 

edibles in microclimates and in small spaces.  

There is also a rain garden that treats all the water runoff 

from this garden by removing nutrient and sediment 

before it goes into the garden lakes and local waterways.  

Mediterranean Garden 

FOUR NEW 


