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BGANZ Queensland Conference 

August 13, 14 & 15, 2010 

Tondoon Botanic Gardens 

Gladstone. 

 

Please ensure you have organised to attend 

this conference of Queenslandôs Botanic 

Gardens.  

 

Conference Registration:  

Merilyn Haigh, Visitor Services Officer, 

Gladstone Tondoon Botanic Gardens, Email: 

MerilynH@gladstonerc.qld.gov.au or 

phone 07 4971 4443. 

 

COMMUNITY LINKAGES & PARTNERSHIPS 
 

Many of us still face challenges in developing 

Community Partnerships and Linkages in our 

Botanic Gardens.  Regional Botanic gardens 

need to be creating strong and relevant 

partnerships within their communities. 
 

The diverse speaker programme will cover 

these themes and much more.  There will also 

be opportunity for informal discussions during 

the conference.   
 

¶          Establishment of Community Partnerships 

¶          How Children can develop effective partnerships 

¶          Creating spaces for projects 

¶          Sustaining partnerships for life 

¶          Case Studies 

¶          Creating Community through the arts 

¶          Volunteers and their linkages within the Community 

¶          Challenges 

¶          Overview of the future direction of partnerships and 

linkages in Qld Regional Botanic Gardens 
 

INNOVATIVE PRE-CONFERENCE 

WORKSHOP 
 

Plant stories ï inspiring people about 

Queensland plants 
 

Discover effective strategies for creating 

stories about Queensland plants to inspire 

people about your botanic gardenôs living 

collection.  This workshop is designed for 

people whose work involves a visitor services 

role including guiding, interpretation and 

education. 
 

Many of Queenslandôs regional botanic 

gardens specialise in local flora and these 

collections are rich with stories to engage their 

community and tourists. 
 

This workshop will help you: 

¶ To research and build story based presentations 

¶ Expand your plant stories 

¶ Add colour to your presentations 

¶ Engage and motivate audiences 
 

The workshop will be presented by Lucy 

Sutherland.  Lucy is passionate about plants 

and botanic gardens.  She started her career 

working in Gladstone Tondoon Botanic 

Gardens and has since worked with botanic 

garden educators throughout the world to 

share ideas about innovative ways to connect 

people with plants. 

Thursday 12 August 2010 ï 09.00am-4.00pm 

Cost: $80 (includes morning tea and lunch) 

 

 quee nsland  
Botanic Gardens of Australia and New Zealand ï Queensland region 

Previously Network of Regional Botanic Gardens Tropical & Subtropical Zone  

 

 Chair: Dale Arvidsson, Curator Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens 

Hon Secretary:  Lawrie Smith, 17 Vores Road, WHITESIDE Qld 4503  email: lawries@landplanstudio.com.au      
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Plant Database Workshop 

Networking our Plant Database Records 

Chaired by Lawrie Smith  

Saturday 14th August, 2010  

3.00pm - 4.30 pm 

 

 

CYCLONE ULUI IMPACTS MACKAY RBG 

 

Tropical Cyclone Ului ï a category 3 storm 

crossed the Queensland Coast 120kms north 

of Mackay over Hamilton Island and Airlie 

Beach late in the evening of Saturday March 

20 and early morning of Sunday March 21.  

 

Whilst little infrastructural damage was 

recorded in and around Mackay, a large 

amount of vegetative damage was caused by 

the cyclone. The Mackay Regional Botanic 

Gardens (MRBG), along with Queens Park in 

East Mackay, suffered extensive damage to 

their collections ï both established and newer 

plantings. Because of the large amount of 

damage sustained to the MRBG Living 

Collection (over 400 specimens damaged) 

during Cyclone Ului, the MRBG undertook a 

recording and research project into the 

damage caused and probable causes. This 

was to identify any areas of concern or 

consideration prior to replanting. 

Upon arrival at the MRBG on Sunday morning, 

Curator Dale Arvidsson witnessed extensive 

damage, first noticed with established trees 

and shrubs and secondary damage to other 

specimens caused by falling trees and debris. 

Whilst the damage was site wide, some 

gardens, garden beds and collections suffered 

a much higher rate of attrition. Some of these 

were predicted due to the nature of the 

specimens and their locations, other were not 

expected. Underlying the cyclone itself and the 

strong, unpredictable winds were two prior 

months of almost constant rain, saturating the 

soils to the point where water pooled 

extensively throughout the site after each rain 

event. 

 

Both the winds and saturated soils were 

initially visible as the major cause of damage. 

However, a range of potential problems either 

suggested or suspected have/may also have 

added to the cause of damage. 

 
Major causes of damage were attributed to: 

¶ Cyclonic winds from 11am to 5am 

generally over 100kph and gusting up to 

200kph in the region; 

 

¶ The dominant MRBG site soil type - a 

clay loam topsoil and amorphous clays present 

at the surface or underlying) and associated 

horticultural problems with these soils ï from 

saturation and prior compaction, to poor 

structure e.g. slumping once disturbed. This 

had been apparent in the wet and windy 

conditions leading up to the cyclone with many 

smaller shrubs and new plantings ótipping overô 

and dying in the frequent rainy days and 15-20 

knot south-easterly winds experienced in the 
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weeks prior, typical of Mackayôs summer 

season. Rain over 10mm (and up to 100 to 

200mm) was recorded for 25 of the 28 days of 

February. 

 

In conclusion Cyclone Ului, whilst causing 

much destruction and heartache for those 

involved with the MRBG, presents an 

opportunity to amend many concerns now with 

the site design and workings. In some ways 

the MRBG is fortunate to have experienced 

this disaster just 7 years into operations, 

allowing problems to be amended now with 

less damage, than attempting to rectify issues 

with established gardens, beds and mature 

specimens. 
 

 

SNIPPETS FROM MEMBER GARDENS 
 

Townsville:  

Congratulations to Julie Roach the newly 

appointed Curator.  (Chris Cole has taken up a 

position with Melbourne Botanic Gardens). 

Julie will bring her considerable local 

experience and expertise to the continuing 

management and establishment tasks for the 

three botanic gardens. 

Maroochy:  

The recent ñPathways to the Future  workshop 

organised by the Sunshine Coast Regional 

Council was well attended by Council staff, 

members of the Friends and the community. 

The purpose of the workshop was to identify 

how the community can assist with moving the 

gardens forward considering the following 

topics:  

¶ What are the key elements that will help 

realise the full potential of the gardens and 

ensure sustainability?  

¶ What are the new opportunities that could 

be available for volunteers?  

¶ Who are the stakeholders/ groups that 

could be involved and what is their 

connection to the gardens?  

¶ What experience should the gardens 

provide for different visitor groups? 

 

Planning for the òMimburi  Visitor Centre is well 

advanced with the architects finalising 

materials for the building, and a concept plan 

for the landscape surrounding the centre. 

 

Whitsunday: 

The Whitsunday Regional Council are 

considering the development of a Botanic 

Gardens along the foreshore parklands linking 

Cannonvale to Airlie Beach. 

 

This is your newsletter please send in any 

details you want to share with others in the 

network throughout Queensland 

 
 

 

IS YOUR MEMBERSHIP CURRENT? 
 

Botanic Gardens, curator, staff, friends or other 

individuals interested in or involved with the 

management and development of Botanic 

Gardens in Queensland are encouraged to join 

BGANZ. Refer to the web page for specific 

membership details. http://www.bganz.org.au 

 

All Membership forms should be sent to:  

BGANZ   GPO Box 1777  Canberra, ACT 2601 

 
For specific Queensland information please contact: 

Lawrie Smith AM  Hon Secretary bganzQ 

 

http://www.bganz.org.au/

