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Welcome to the latest edition of THE BOTANIC GARDENer 

where we explore the theme Ageing Gracefully in all its forms.

Firstly, I was really pleased to see the success of this year’s 

Botanic Gardens Day with a record 100 gardens across Australia and New Zealand participating, 

which is a big jump from the 76 gardens that participated in 2018.

The Botanic Gardens Day working group made the move this year away from the traditional 

media launch/release and focussed their efforts on an online campaign led by our social media 

and communications champion, the wonderful Sam Moon.

The one minute ‘What is a Botanic Garden?’ promotional video had more than 45,000 views 

alone, and it was great to see the ABC Gardening Australia team produce a Botanic Gardens 

Day special episode with fantastic representation from a number of botanic gardens including 

Geelong, Wollongong, Sydney and of course Tasmania.

Thank you to all of the gardens, staff and volunteers who participated in making the day 

so successful.

The next big event on the BGANZ calendar is of course the congress to be held in Wellington, 

New Zealand on 20–23 October. The program has been released and has a number of 

international keynote speakers, supported by a range of thought provoking presentations and 

workshops, and of course a range of fun and engaging networking opportunities. 

Wellington Botanic Garden is celebrating its 150 year anniversary, so it will be great to see as 

many delegates as possible join in the celebrations at what is sure to be a fantastic congress. 

BGANZ will be providing financial grants to eight members to attend the Wellington congress, 

and I encourage you to take up the opportunities for the various grants and awards we offer our 

members for professional development – look for the details in this issue.

Behind the scenes, Eamonn our CEO and Sophie Hastwell have been busy working on our 

partnerships and I am pleased to say that we can welcome back Augusta Golf Cars who have 

agreed to support BGANZ for a further three years, and I also welcome Seasol who have agreed 

to terms as a major partner for BGANZ.

President’s view
Paul Tracey, BGANZ President

Paul Tracey
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Of course, one of the biggest challenges our gardens face in ageing gracefully is climate change, 

and in late December I was really pleased to represent BGANZ at the inaugural Climate Change 

Summit held at Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria.

BGANZ, along with Botanic Gardens Conservation International (BGCI), the International 

Association of Botanic Gardens (IABG) and 10 botanic gardens from all over the world were the 

first to sign up to a Climate Change Alliance, the purpose of which is to ‘grow and sustain a global 

movement of botanic organisations that take action to protect and enable adaptation of botanical 

landscapes in a changing climate’.

The objectives of the alliance highlight the need for our gardens to plan the protection and 

succession of our own living collections in a changing climate, and to identify opportunities to share 

our collective knowledge and expertise, but also to use our credibility and authority as scientific 

institutions to engage with our communities on the impact of a changing climate on our plants.

BGANZ will support the Climate Change Alliance moving forward and our members will have the 

opportunity to learn more at the Wellington Congress. I would like to thank the team at Royal 

Botanic Gardens Victoria for championing this cause on behalf of botanic gardens worldwide.

I hope you enjoy the magazine, and I look forward to seeing you all in Wellington in October!

Alive with diversity

From rainforest 
to Red Centre

Clunies Ross Street, Acton ACT  |  Ph 02 6250 9540  
www.nationalbotanicgardens.gov.au/gardens  
Open 8.30 am – 5.00 pm  |  Follow us on Facebook

Visit the Australian National Botanic 
Gardens and experience the diversity 
of Australian plants and landscapes

Enjoy free daily guided walks – 
11 am and 2 pm
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Helen Vaughan

Editorial insights
Helen Vaughan, Managing Editor

As I edited this issue of THE BOTANIC GARDENer – questioning 

hyphens, despairing at apostrophes (or, a lack of), querying italics, 

and wondering if I’d ever get it finished (my doing entirely) – I took 

heart at the inspiring stories of ageing gracefully. Stories from and 

about volunteers, most of whom are well into their 60s and beyond, who keep botanic gardens 

going and growing and without whose input these gardens would fall into neglect or may never 

have come into being in the first place.

I expected the theme – ‘ageing gracefully – managing heritage and history in a changing 

world’ – to attract articles about managing ageing infrastructure and maintaining the 

integrity of heritage-listed sites or managing living collections in the face of climate change. 

Certainly, Mark Fountain and Natalie Tapson’s article about science heritage at Royal Tasmanian 

Botanical Gardens addresses these issues, but for many contributors ‘ageing gracefully’ 

triggered a different response – one less about ‘managing’ and more about ‘embracing’ the 

opportunities of ageing. 

Denby Browning from Tamborine Mountain Botanic Garden talks of cutting loose from the 

‘apron strings’ as the committee, registering an average age of 70 or more, seceded from 

the local garden club to take full responsibility for the garden. At Lismore Rainforest Botanic 

Gardens, Marie Mathews from the Friends’ group talks of the care and consideration they share 

for each other as they gather every Wednesday from 7.30 am to work on their chosen tasks and 

share what one member believes is the ‘best cuppa of the week’. And at the Australian Botanic 

Gardens Shepparton, Jillian Grant talks honestly about the challenges faced in building a garden 

from a 26-hectare landfill site.  

And if you’re still seeking inspiration, read the feature interview where Gwen and Rodger Elliot 

reflect on their life’s work, championing Australian plants and gardens, or be inspired by 

Janet O’Hehir’s account of taking up the cudgels to save the Camperdown Botanic Gardens 

and Arboretum. 

At the heart of these stories is the efforts of the people, past and present, who make our 

botanic gardens places to cherish. Late as it is, as June morphs into July, I hope you enjoy 

this edition of the magazine.
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Wellington Botanic Gardens welcome you to the 9th BGANZ Congress. 

Plants have brought Australasian botanic gardens together through BGANZ every two years since 

2003. BGANZ congresses have canvassed a range of roles and perceived roles for botanic gardens.

They have been about education, conservation, their roles in communities and any number of 

shades of these themes.

2019 returns to basics – it is all about the 

plants. Science, education, recreation, 

conservation, community outreach – they are 

all dependent on plants.

9th BGANZ Congress | Wellington, New Zealand 
20–23 October 2019

Wellington Botanic Garden.  
Photo: Borowicz Guenole

Speakers

We have a great line-up for the 9th BGANZ 

Congress including: Paul Smith, Alexandra 

Cook, Nick Waipara, Elizabeth Erasito, Kath 

Dickinson, Greg Bourke, Robbie Blackhall-Miles, 

Tim Entwisle, Cate Macinnis-Ng, and Rob Tipa. 

Presentations and workshops

We have a full programme of presenters from across the botanic gardens community delivering 

10-minute presentations and workshops on a wide range of topics.

Social functions

BGANZ congresses are famous for their social programs, and we guarantee you won’t leave 

Wellington disappointed!
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Pre- and post- congress 
garden visits

If you want to make the most of your visit to 

Aotearoa New Zealand there will be a list of contacts 

for the major gardens on the congress website. 

For other gardens visit www.gardens.org.nz

Professional groups

BGANZ Professional Groups will meet and give 

opportunities to build closer networks with those 

who share your passion.

Register now

We welcome all members and non-members alike. 

The BGANZ Congress is a wonderful opportunity 

to meet new and old friends, and all around the 

passion for plants.

Members regularly count attending the BGANZ Congress as a highlight of their year, and in 

Wellington we don’t think you will be disappointed. Whatever your interest within botanic 

gardens and the plant world, we are sure you will leave Wellington energised and full of 

great ideas.

Wellington Botanic Garden. 
Photo: Margaret Jeune

Sponsorship and exhibition opportunities

If you would like to reach the botanical gardens community let’s talk about your vision and 

how we can help you connect with Australasian Gardens. Talk to us about your ideas, we’d 

love to hear from you. 

Website: www.confer.nz/bganz2019

Email: bganz2019@confer.co.nz  |  Phone: +64 (0)4 282 1633

http://www.gardens.org.nz
http://www.confer.nz/bganz2019
mailto:bganz2019@confer.co.nz


THE BOTANIC GARDENer  |  ISS 52  JUNE 2019 7

Field trips

To ensure stimulation beyond the congress rooms, three field trip options are on offer to foster 

discussions and ideas as you visit our great city. 

1. Head west and explore the Wellington Botanic Garden, Otari Native Botanic Garden and 

Wilton’s Bush, and Ng Manu Nature Reserve. 

2. Go east to Percy’s Reserve, Kaitoke Regional Park, Fernside, and Atarangi vineyard. 

3. Take a walking tour of central Wellington to see the green landscape of the city, the fault 

lines that have shaped it and, on a clear day, the ranges beyond.

Otari – Wilton’s Bush. Photo: Shaun Eaves Otari – Wilton’s Bush. Photo: Maggie Quinlan
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Gwen and Rodger Elliot met as 
teenagers. A mutual interest in 
plants, gardening and the bush 
formed the basis of a lifelong 
partnership. They married in 
1963 and went on to build a 
family and business together, 
all the while developing a 
reputation for their knowledge of 
Australian plants – a reputation 
that saw them honoured with 
Order of Australia medals in 2001 
and in 2014, recognised with the 

FEATURE INTERVIEW

Outstanding in the field
– plants people and life partners

Helen Vaughan interviews 

Gwen Elliot AM and Rodger Elliot AM 

Gold Laurel and inducted into the Horticultural Media Association Hall 
of Fame. In ‘retirement’ they continue to pursue their passion for plants 
and gardens as members of the Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens 
Cranbourne. When approached for this interview, they were as gracious 
as ever and readily responded to the questions I put to them. 

Gwen and Rodger Elliot

How did you first meet? 

[Gwen] As teenagers in a church youth club... [Rodger]...in about 1958 as my family had just 

moved to Croydon from Strathmore. We met at a Croydon youth club and over time we got 

to know each other. When we were both in a leadership capacity we started to get a bit more 

serious during 1961. Engaged in January 1963 and married in August 1963, we spent most of our 

honeymoon at Wilsons Promontory.



THE BOTANIC GARDENer  |  ISS 52  JUNE 2019 9

And what came first? Your interest in plants and gardening or your 
friendship/relationship? 

[Gwen] We both grew up in families who had an interest in plants and gardening. Our interest in 

Australian native plants developed when we became involved in bush hiking and youth camps, 

particularly in the Grampians. 

[Rodger] I always had an interest in plants. Even as a kid I was fortunate enough to have my own 

vegie garden from about 7 years old. My parents liked plants and gardening. From when I was 

about 8 to 12 years old my Mum’s parents lived with us on a poultry farm in Glenroy. Grandpa was 

breeding Dahlias and Gladioli (I can’t remember how successful he was!) and I used to spend 

time with him so I think that I was pretty fortunate to be able to have that kind of upbringing. 

Just before moving to Croydon, I started to become interested in Australian plants and as I went 

bushwalking in various parts of Victoria that interest became stronger. It was then that I started to 

try and find out the names of the plants that I was coming across. 

This led me to start propagating them and later I constructed a glasshouse in my parent’s 

backyard. It was during this period that I was studying Applied Chemistry at Royal Melbourne 

Technical College and was earning pocket money by gardening in the Croydon area. One person 

I gardened for was an elderly lady, Miss Rickard, whose brother-in-law Thomas Hart was a very 

prominent member of the Field Naturalist Club of Victoria and she greatly encouraged me. 

...And how did this interest become a profession?

[Rodger] It was the very highly esteemed landscape designer Enda Walling who answered an 

advert I put in the Croydon Mail wanting gardening who really changed my life’s direction. At that 

stage Edna was gradually reducing her garden design workload but she needed someone to 

do small landscape tasks for her clients. After being with her part time for some months she 

suggested that I was wasting my time doing Applied Chem (which I must say I was not really 

enjoying). She said that she could get full time employment for me. My reaction was that ‘you had 

better talk to my parents as they are funding my studies’. Initially unbeknown to me she did just 

that and convinced them that all would be fine and she set up an interview with E. H. Hammond, 

Victoria’s and perhaps Australia’s largest landscape company. 

It was the very highly esteemed landscape designer Enda Walling 
who answered an advert I put in the Croydon Mail wanting 
gardening who really changed my life’s direction.

At this time I was having serious thoughts about trying to develop my own nursery. During my job 

interview at Hammond’s I mentioned that I had a desire to start a nursery and that I may only work 

for them for four to five years. I was amazed that they seemed to accept that concept pretty well. 

So I started at Hammond’s in 1961 and was so fortunate to be working with Glen Wilson, another 
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Australian plant nut and a wonderful landscape designer. Hammond’s was a marvellous place to 

work as you learnt so much about soil types, drainage levels, paving, retaining walls, pruning, 

as well as plants by working on very small jobs up to large landscape constructions such as at 

the new Royal Children’s Hospital where Dame Elisabeth Murdoch would visit regularly in the 

early 1960s as Chair of the RCH Board [later becoming Patron of the Royal Botanic Gardens 

Melbourne]. She would always stop and have a chat about what I was doing that day. 

There were other influential plant people too before I married Gwen. One was Jack McLeod, a 

person smitten by osteoarthritis who grunted from pain on every very short step he took! He ran 

the small ‘Wildflower Nursery’ in Croydon. Jack invited me to go to his nursery whenever I had 

any spare time and I had the whole run of the nursery exploring his seed collection, propagation 

area and growing areas. It was a marvellous education. My first glasshouse was based on the 

one at ‘Wildflower Nursery’. When he died I was given his comprehensive seed collection which 

was invaluable in our early days of setting up our Austraflora Nursery.

What are the most memorable moments you have shared and experienced through 
your lifetime involvement with Australian plants and gardens?

[Gwen] My most memorable times have been through our involvement with the development 

of the Arboretum at the University of California in Santa Cruz USA, and our involvements with 

the Australian Plants Society and the Royal 

Botanic Gardens at Melbourne and Cranbourne. 

Particularly memorable was our involvement 

with the Australian Garden at the Chelsea 

Flower Show in 2011. Other very memorable 

times have been with friends when we have led 

horticultural tours throughout Australia and also 

overseas for the Australian Plant Society, the 

Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens and the 

Australian Garden History Society.
‘Kombi camp’ west of Broken Hill – extended 
trips were spent with family and friends exploring 
remote regions of Australia for plants.

[Rodger] My involvement with plants over 

such a lengthy period has been wonderful 

in that not only was it great to be learning 

about plants and how to propagate and grow 

them but it was the people that we met along 

the way resulting in many marvellous long-

term friendships. Plants have taken us both 

to many regions of the world exploring them 

in the wild, in private and public gardens. 

Other very memorable times 
have been with friends when 
we have led horticultural 
tours throughout Australia 
and also overseas.
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FEATURE INTERVIEW

To be able to visit some of the world’s top botanic gardens such as both Royal Botanic 

Gardens, Kew and Edinburgh in the UK, and in the USA, Brooklyn Botanic Garden, New 

York Botanical Gardens, Longwood Gardens, Denver Botanic Gardens, Huntington Botanical 

Garden and develop friendships with staff was truly wonderful. One aspect of these visits 

was that they strengthened my belief that RBG Melbourne was up there with all of them and 

now the Australian Garden at the Cranbourne Gardens has joined the pantheon of great 

botanic gardens! 

From the mid-1970s we have been very much involved with the University of California Santa 

Cruz Arboretum & Botanic Garden. The founding Director Dr Ray Collett, who was the driving 

person for this project, undertook his role in an honorary capacity and they received minimum 

funding. In the early times we supplied most of the Australian plants they are cultivating there. 

They have the best collection of Australian plants outside of Australia. They also have extensive 

collections of Californian, New Zealand, South African and Laurasian plants.

My time on the RBGV Board from 1996–2002 was marvellous as 

it coincided with the development of the Cranbourne Gardens 

and the Australian Garden and to have Phil Moors as Director and 

Chief Executive over that period was truly inspirational for me.

After selling our propagation nursery in 1992 we thought that we 

might spend more time travelling and undertake other things we 

were not able to do while operating nurseries but that was not to 

be. Instead, I became involved as a consultant to Outback Plants 

and eventually a partner. This company was a small fish operating 

well above its weight on the world stage. It was involved in 

selecting and breeding Australian plants as well as representing 

other breeder’s products throughout the world. Outback Plants 

specialised in Brachyscome, Scaevola and Xerochrysum. It was a 

roller coaster ride that provided many exciting times but also had 

a number of frustrations. However, I am glad that I was part of 

such an adventure.

The article in the Australian 
Plants magazine of 
September 1971 that led 
to Rodger’s writing career – 
and by association, Gwen’s.

What unique opportunities has this mutual passion and interest in gardening 
offered you and your family over the course of your lives together?

[Gwen] We never intended to become horticultural writers, but the fact that we have written 

or co-authored over 35 books mainly on Australian plants can be traced back to an article 

Rodger did many years ago for the quarterly magazine of the Australian Plants Society. 

Research needed in the preparation of books has resulted in our travelling throughout 

Australia. For many years these travels were with our two children in our Volkswagen Kombi.
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FEATURE INTERVIEW

[Rodger] We have been able to travel as a family from very early on, exploring many regions 

of Australia for Australia’s plants - sometimes going on extended trips in one of our three 

Volkswagen Kombis that we owned over 25 years or so. These trips were often in the company 

of other friends. Our two children remember the trips very fondly and they undoubtedly have 

embedded an environmental awareness within their psyche. 

The threesome responsible for writing and illustrating the 
nine volume Encyclopaedia of Australian Plants suitable for 
cultivation; l to r, David Jones, Rodger Elliot and Trevor Blake 
at the launch of Volume 9 at RBGV Cranbourne Gardens.

Cover of Encyclopaedia of 
Australian Plants suitable for 
cultivation, volume 9.

Cover of Australian Plants 
for the Garden.

Can you name some significant 
changes you have both 
witnessed in horticulture over 
the past 50 years?

[Gwen] One of the major significant 

changes in horticulture over the 

past 50 years has been the demise 

of small retail nurseries operated 

by individuals or families. Plants can 

now be obtained at lower prices 

from the major hardware chains 

and the small nurseries have simply 

closed down. The disadvantage is 

that the palette of plants available 

for home gardens has reduced 

considerably, to species which 

can be propagated cheaply and 

quickly by the thousand in large 

wholesale nurseries. 

To be involved in writing a 

number of books including the 

Encyclopaedia of Australian Plants, 

suitable for cultivation with David 

Jones and illustrated by Trevor 

Blake opened up so many doors 

and gates for us which we never 

envisioned and led us to travelling 

to many wonderful parts of the 

world was truly amazing.

It was exciting to see the growth in awareness of the 
importance of conservation of Australia’s fauna and fauna.
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[Rodger] As having been more or less purely involved in the Australian plant scene from the 

late 1950s it was exciting to see the growth in awareness of the importance of conservation of 

Australia’s flora and fauna. The keenness for people to ‘Plant Australian’, often with some wrong 

plant selections, was nevertheless invigorating. 

Many nurseries specialising in Australian plants sprang up around Melbourne and in the 1960s 

there were about 10 such nurseries but of those there are not many still in operation. 

Our Austraflora Nursery, whose embryo began in the late 1950s at Croydon, developed quickly 

after we married and settled into Bayswater, mainly because of the demise in 1968 of the 

important Boddy’s Nursery at Geelong. Talk about being in the right spot at the right time. 

In 1968 we moved Austraflora to Montrose and in 1973 we leased the nursery (subsequently 

sold in 1982) to one of our then employees, Bill Molyneux, as we undertook on the same site 

development of a specialist propagation nursery to try and fulfil the growing demand for 

tubestock by wholesale nurseries in Victoria, New South Wales and South Australia. 

With the closing of Austraflora at Montrose it has been Kuranga Nursery in Mt Evelyn that has 

filled the niche and is now renowned as the premier retail Australian Plant Nursery. Over the last 

25 years the availability of Australian Plants has increased in independent garden centres and 

Big Box stores but the range of plants available has not increased. Sadly during this period many 

of the smaller, especially specialist nurseries could not compete with the larger operations and 

have succumbed.

From the 1970s there has been strong interest 

in growing indigenous plants from a known 

provenance. This has been very evident in 

revegetation projects which have resulted in 

propagation and planting of millions of plants. 

The planting of freeways with mainly indigenous 

plants has been prominent where back in 

the 1950s and 1960s it was often a common 

practice not to consider indigenous plants at all 

for such projects.

The introduction of propagation by tissue 

culture made a dramatic change to the 

availability of large numbers of certain plants. 

Although beneficial in many ways there is 

always the danger of producing large numbers 

of clonal plants which may suffer damage from 

pests and diseases in a catastrophic manner.

Gwen Elliot checking for mature Brachyscome seed 
from a breeding program.
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Recent research by Bruce Pascoe has shown the non-Aboriginal people of Australia that some of 

the first people of Australia were actually very practised farmers of a number of indigenous plants 

including Kangaroo Grass, Themeda australis that provided a high-quality flour. It is early days but 

the potential for sustainable farming of such a species is huge. There is much we can learn from this 

country’s first people.

How do you think people’s interest in gardening and botanic gardens has changed 
in that time? 

[Gwen] People’s interest in gardening has changed considerably due to the fact that house 

allotments are now considerably smaller. A large house occupies most of the site, and there is often 

very little room for plants and outdoor activities. This has led to families also spending much more 

time on computers and in front of televisions, rather than being involved in outdoor activities.

[Rodger] It is evident that the interest in gardening has declined over the last 20 years but there 

may be a ray of sunshine poking through the dense clouds. The decline could be put down 

to people having much smaller properties without much room for gardening or that there are 

more people in apartments or flats. The number of gardening magazines has seriously declined. 

In the 1950s to 1970s there were many more vibrant garden clubs and horticultural societies. 

Waverley Garden Club in Victoria often had an attendance of over 300 people at their meetings. 

Some garden clubs are really struggling with quite small memberships

It could be that there is an increasing interest in gardening now as people are keen to grow more of 

the food that they want to eat – growing of vegies and fruit trees is on the rise. Also it seems that 

there is a burgeoning interest in growing plants indoor especially amongst younger generations. 

Research has shown that plants are really important for our physical and mental wellbeing as well. 

Visitation to botanic gardens seems to be increasing but I do wonder if the visits do engage the 

majority of people with the wonders of plants and their important interrelationships with insects, 

birds and other animals. However, if they enjoy the occasion then that is okay too.

Compared with 30 or 40 years ago, what are the significant challenges facing 
public gardens today? 

[Gwen] Public gardens are even more important today than 30 to 40 years ago. This is partly due 

to smaller home gardens as outlined already, and also by State and Federal Governments as well 

as local councils converting vacant land into other uses, leading to a major reduction of trees in our 

residential areas.

[Rodger] Public gardens must be relevant to people. They need to provide marvellous displays of 

all sorts of plants, all shapes and sizes that will get people excited by their splendour and delicate 
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detail and hopefully take them on a journey of discovery. The importance of the botanic gardens 

role in science must not be dumbed down just to get more people visiting the gardens. They must 

espouse the important role plants play for our environment and us. Botanic gardens need to place 

a greater emphasis on the importance and relevance of ecology and help people understand that 

a holistic approach to gardening can be beneficial for the planet’s health and our own.

To me ecology is one of the most important words in our language. 

Ecology is defined in The Oxford Dictionary of Natural History as ‘scientific study of inter-

relationships among organisms and between organisms, and all aspects, living and non-living of 

their environment’.

Ecology is all embracing and to me it is the cornerstone for cultivating plants. Botanic gardens 

need to spruik the importance of ecology loudly and clearly. The education role must be 

paramount for botanic gardens.

It’s a cliché, but if you started over again would you do anything differently? 
And what advice would you give to your younger selves? 

[Gwen] I can’t think of major lifestyle changes I would like to make, but my advice to young 

people today would be to do something you enjoy and to do everything possible to care for the 

environment. We only have one Earth and if we mess it up we simply can’t survive.

[Rodger] It took me quite a while to understand the importance of the component nature of plant 

communities and the value of understanding the importance and relevance of ecology. It would 

have been very helpful to have a much better grasp of those aspects when I was much younger.

And what are you reading at the moment – or indeed working on? 

[Gwen] My current involvement is mainly with activities of the Friends of RBG Cranbourne.

My reading mostly involves agendas, minutes and newsletters, but we do have a large collection 

of reference books at home, and I refer to these frequently for information. 

[Rodger] I have not been doing much book reading but am always on the lookout for results on 

current research that is relevant to improving the health of our planet and its inhabitants. Books 

that have been on my reading list include Dark Emu by Bruce Pascoe, John Perceval, Art and Life 

by Traudi Allen, Landprints, the Landscape Designs of Bernard Trainor by Susan Haeger; Bernard 

is originally from the Mornington Peninsula but is now based in Carmel California and designing 

some wonderful sustainable gardens. Recently I revisited The Australian Roadside by Edna Walling, 

originally published in 1952 and I can recommend it highly as her writing is so relevant for today.

FEATURE INTERVIEW
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Botanic Gardens Day 2019: members launch 
innovative promotion
– we hope you liked it and welcome your feedback: secretariat@bganz.org.au

For the first three years of Botanic Gardens Day (formerly BGANZ Day), BGANZ organised a high 

profile Botanic Gardens Day launch. This year, BGANZ Victoria took on the project of promoting 

the 4th Botanic Gardens Day and a different approach was crafted. Tim Uebergang and Sam 

Moon reflect on the unique approach they took to promoting Botanic Gardens Day 2019. 

WHAT’S NEW?

Botanic news: 
from home and abroad

A new approach from BGANZ Victoria
Tim Uebergang, Curator of Horticulture, The University of Melbourne

Germination – Tim Uebergang – The System Garden, University of Melbourne, Victoria

The idea for this project came after I’d viewed a 

video on social media featuring the staff at the 

Missouri Botanical Garden. This video was very 

basic in its production values and visited four or 

five horticulturists employed in different areas of 

the garden, and they were each asked the same 

question…What is your favourite plant? 

Each horticulturist (responsible for a different 

collection in the garden) provided an answer 

specific to their area of knowledge imparting 

something unique and personal to the viewer. 
Tim Ubergang

Botanic garden members are…

I always thought that this personal perspective is something that might introduce/enlighten 

the public to the people behind the amazing plants and gardens. These gardens don’t just 

appear, it takes many years of education, passion, research, volunteers and of course hard work. 
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Everyone that I know or have met in the botanic garden industry across the globe are passionate, 

interesting, caring, sometimes introverted and quite often eccentric. I love this about the industry 

and I wanted to try to capture the people that aren’t always seen but without them there would 

be no botanic gardens or amazing collections.

Every plant has a story and it’s those professional horticulturists that can best convey the stories.

John Lloyd Fillingham (JLF) – Video creator

I have known JLF for many years and his career is more interesting than anyone I know. If you 

look at John’s IMDB profile you will see he is a very accomplished actor. From the Royal 

Shakespeare Company in London to Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries, he has worked with some of 

the biggest screen names around. He is an expert camera operator, and he knows how to lighten 

the occasion by removing any built up tension in our subjects.

The preparation and the team

Preparation was tight. Just two weeks to complete! With Easter in the middle.

Sam Moon, JLF, James Barclay and I discussed, in detail, the questions to our target audience, 

timing, music and everything required to ensure we got some great video material. James, a 

student from the Burnley School of Horticulture volunteered his time for us. James had a great 

horticultural brain and completed our team on filming days as a very capable assistant to JLF. 

The support from the gardens

We had nothing but unbridled support from the gardens, in fact we would have loved to include 

more gardens because there are so many members with great knowledge.

The outcome

We have five beautiful films and trailers that depict the people and the work involved in making 

botanic gardens what they are: diversity, humanity and plants. 

Many collaborative minds fused to produce this. A lot of thanks must go to our subjects Loraine 

Callow, Kirstie Paterson, John Bentley, John Arnott and the team of James, JLF and most 

importantly Sam. Sam has a big heart and a bigger brain. 

Strategy – rolling out the videos: Tim Uebergang and Sam Moon

Tailoring the concept and playing around with its purpose gave the project a strong identity; 

Botanic Gardens Day and the people that make them; the vox pop presentation helped the 

concept find its identity and supported the idea which gave it the all-important nudge in the 

right direction.

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1125878/
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The gift that keeps on giving

There are a number of ways these videos can be used:

•	 To give a voice to volunteers and behind-the-scenes staff

•	 Tourism opportunities

•	 A tool to promote not just the featured gardens but botanic gardens in general and what 

they offer and provide 1) the community 2) the environment 3) education sector 4) research 

and development.

•	 A promotional video that might not be in smaller gardens’ budgets to produce but gifted to 

them because they are BGANZ members. It equals value for membership.

•	 Potentially, new BGANZ members

•	 Paying respect to the industry.

The marketing campaign 
Sam Moon, Botanic Gardens Day Resources and Digital Officer

We knew we were getting outstanding 

material from Tim and the team, so 

BGANZ put a campaign together to 

promote the 4th Botanic Gardens Day 

across Australia and New Zealand. 

This year, we had a more methodical/

strategic approach to our social media 

and email communication. The focus 

was less on the individual member 

events and more about trying to establish Botanic Gardens Day in the collective psyche of 

the membership and beyond. In the same way that ‘National Tree Day’ is a recognised day of 

celebration, we wanted everyone to know and remember that the last Sunday in May is Botanic 

Gardens Day.

The social media campaign

Social media posts were largely a ‘call to action’ aimed at the general public. The content of the 

posts was formatted/intended to be educational, informative and inspirational to those outside 

of the network. BGANZ Victoria produced a series of promotional videos designed to be shared 

on YouTube, Instagram, Facebook, Twitter and member websites. We used a staged approach 

over a three-week period to release the videos on these platforms.
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The collateral

To support the Botanic Gardens Day 2019 marketing campaign, we re-worked the marketing 

collateral as part of a media kit and made it available to members via Dropbox. The kit included 

a press release, social media marketing plan, suggested wording for digital communication to 

assist smaller member gardens (social, web and email). We expanded our suite of marketing 

collateral to include a wider variety of assets (videos being part of this) for online use. We added 

macro images of plants to existing branding to make it more appealing to general public. 

Working with the network

We re-established our presence on Instagram to enable our network members to utilise our 

content if they wanted to and easily promote Botanic Gardens Day by simply sharing our posts. 

Our email communication was increased and delivered in line with each video release, to remind 

and encourage members to share the marketing collateral made available by BGANZ.

This attracted tremendous support from across our social media platforms. We saw more 

gardens, over 100 this year, getting involved. Botanic Gardens Day is now entrenched in our 

members’ calendars as the ‘last Sunday in May.’

With limited funds for promotion for Botanic Gardens Day, we aim through our network of 

gardens, their members and their supporters to spread the word through our social media 

platforms. Each year our numbers are improving. Of course, all gardens have their own 

Facebook pages, and connections to their local communities and we hope to tap into this huge 

number of potential supporters of Botanic Gardens Day in future years.

So what do you think? How did we do?
We think we delivered an interesting and 

innovative promotional strategy. With little 

funding and hours of volunteer time, we hope 

you were able to use the material to support 

your garden on Botanic Gardens Day 2019.

We welcome your feedback, so please email 

us at secretariat@bganz.org.au and share 

your thoughts on how you think we went in 

promoting Botanic Gardens Day this year – 

and what we might do next year to spread 

the word that Botanic Gardens Day is indeed 

‘the last Sunday in May’!

The videos

If you haven’t watched the videos we 

produced for Botanic Gardens Day, it’s not 

too late – just click on the links below. 

Our most popular video was 

What is a Botanic Garden? Over 45,000 views

followed by

Horticulture  Conservation

Education  Community

mailto:secretariat@bganz.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/bganzinc/videos/2131753923568359/
https://www.facebook.com/bganzinc/videos/306589520260503/
https://www.facebook.com/bganzinc/videos/2250361805010105/
https://www.facebook.com/bganzinc/videos/2217079931694258/
https://www.facebook.com/bganzinc/videos/1031366113726970/
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New Zealander successful with 
USA residency 

Barbara Wheeler, Plant Collections Supervisor at Dunedin 

Botanic Garden, left New Zealand in June 2019 to participate in 

the Longwood Fellows Program, a 13-month funded residency 

at Longwood Gardens in Pennsylvania USA. 

The Fellows Program aims to develop global leaders in 

horticulture, something Longwood Gardens have been 

supporting through their training programs since 1958.

I first heard about the Longwood Program through 

the BGANZ E-Newsletter, then I met someone from 

Longwood and after discussing further I decided to apply 

– Barbara Wheeler, Dunedin Botanic Gardens

BGANZ members: professional development opportunities

BGANZ Council encourages all members to look out for both BGANZ awards and opportunities 

as well as many other non-BGANZ annual awards each year. If you are looking for professional 

development opportunities, BGANZ has a list of awards and secondment opportunities on the 

BGANZ website. We will aim to keep it updated as new professional development opportunities 

become available.

9th BGANZ Congress grant recipients

Congratulations to the BGANZ members below who will receive a grant to attend the 

2019 BGANZ Congress later this year in Wellington, New Zealand.

Recipient   AUD  Member Garden

Kimberley Bythe   $500   Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens, Queensland 

Athol McDonald   $400   Gargarro Botanic Garden, Victoria 

Jarome Davy    $600   Olive Pink Botanic Garden, Northern Territory 

Emma Bodley    $300   Auckland Botanic Garden, New Zealand 

Prue Pettett    $400   Brisbane Botanic Garden, Queensland 

Rebecca Maddern   $700   Kings Park Botanic Garden, Western Australia

Read more about the 9th BGANZ Congress on page 6 or check out the Congress website.

Barbara Wheeler from Dunedin 
Botanic Garden who commenced 
the Longwood Fellows Program in 
June 2019.

https://www.bganz.org.au/assets/uploads/2019/02/2019-Award-Information-and-Application.pdf
www.confer.nz/bganz2019
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During the 13 months, Barbara and her five companion Fellows will delve into issues relevant to 

public horticulture, such as leadership, organisational behaviour, board relations and governance, 

communications, and other topical business-related matters. 

In addition, a two-month field placement provides an opportunity to develop a deeper 

understanding of these issues, further equipping Fellows to become successful leaders in 

public horticulture.

Barbara would encourage anyone to pursue this programme as even through the application 

process there is a fantastic opportunity to reflect on ones existing skills and attributes as a leader 

and as a person as well as having to consider and think about short, medium and long-term goals. 

Attending the selection process at Longwood provided an equally inspiring experience, the 

interview and meeting the other applicants, all leaders in their own fields and countries and the 

opportunity this gave to share global issues affecting public horticulture. 

See the the next page, on how to apply for the 2020 Longwood Fellows Program.

International Dendrology Society 
travel bursary 

Originally from the central coast in New South Wales, 27 year 

old Blake Kuiper will be joining 32 members of the International 

Dendrology Society (IDS) on a tour of Hungary in September. 

With a background in environmental science and management 

Blake is complementing these studies by undertaking a three-year 

apprenticeship at Dunedin Botanic Garden and studying for a 

Level Four (Advanced) Certificate in Horticulture.

He will be joining 32 members of IDS for a six day tour of 

gardens, arboreta and a highly regarded nursery in Hungary 

between 8–14 September.

Blake Kuiper, recipient of 
the IDS Travel Bursary, from 
Dunedin Botanic Garden

Following the tour Blake will travel on to the United Kingdom to visit a number of other gardens 

before returning to Dunedin. 

After returning to Dunedin, Blake intends to share his experiences, complete his apprenticeship 

and continue to look at opportunities that will help him in advancing towards becoming a curator 

of an arboretum collection or similar botanic garden collection.

More information about the bursary

http://dendrology.org/the-society/bursaries/travel-bursary-to-hungary/
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BGANZ Member Annual Awards 2019

Member Benefit 1 – BGANZ Professional Scholarship Award. (Value $2,000)

Previous winners: Megan Hirst, Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria and Rebecca Stanley, 

Auckland Botanic Garden

The BGANZ Scholarship could be used for a range of professional development opportunities, 

including but not restricted to travel to study, or travel to botanic gardens or associated 

horticultural institutions. It could be used to undertake field trips and collection trips, or even to 

attend a relevant conference or seminar or to attend a specific training course. 

These opportunities may be in any country in the world, including Australia and New Zealand.

For more details and how to apply, click here.

Closing Date for Applications is 31 July 2019. The successful candidate will be announced at the 

9th BGANZ Congress, Wellington, New Zealand in October 2019.

Member Benefit 2 – BGANZ Young Member Award (Value $500)

Previous winners: Emma Bodley, Auckland Botanic Garden and Brittany Webster, Noosa Shire Council. 

Scholarship details: One BGANZ Young Membership Scholarship to the value of up to $500. The 

scholarship is open to all BGANZ Members under 30.

For more details and how to apply, click here.

Closing Date for Applications: 31 July 2019. The successful candidate will be announced at the 

9th BGANZ Congress, Wellington, New Zealand in October 2019.

Longwood Gardens Fellows Program

Longwood Gardens, one of the largest public gardens in North America, offers a fellowship 

program in public horticulture. Applications open on 1 August each year and close on 31 October. 

Check the Longwood Fellows Program for the latest information. 

The program offers a 13-month residential learning experience designed for those who have a 

passion to lead in a public horticulture environment. If you think this program is for you, check 

out their website for more details or email the Program Director, Tamara Fleming, Ed.D. at 

fellowsprogram@longwoodgardens.org

https://www.bganz.org.au/assets/uploads/2019/02/2019-Award-Information-and-Application.pdf
https://www.bganz.org.au/assets/uploads/2019/02/2019-Award-Information-and-Application.pdf
https://longwoodgardens.org/education/longwood-fellows-program
https://longwoodgardens.org/education/longwood-fellows
mailto:fellowsprogram@longwoodgardens.org
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Horticultural scholarship – a fantastic opportunity at the 
Botanical Gardens in Jerusalem, Israel

BGANZ Member, Doug McDougall, Olive Pink Botanic Gardens, Northern Territory, was the 

recipient of the 2019 Award. See his article about his experiences on page XX of this edition.

Applications close on 23 November.  

More details about the scholarship and how to apply are available here.

BGANZ Council news

Council’s newest member is Prue Pettett, who represents BGANZ 

Queensland on Council.

Prue is the Assistant Curator of the Brisbane Botanic Gardens. 

She oversees Sherwood Arboretum Brisbane’s third botanical 

treasure, a 15-hectare state heritage-listed site containing over 

1,000 Australian native trees. Prue was previously responsible for 

a number of high profile areas at the Brisbane Botanic Gardens 

Mount Coot-tha including the Tropical Dome, Cacti and Bromeliad 

House and Fern House. 

Prue is passionate about conservation and the role botanic gardens play in education and 

preservation. She holds a Masters in Environmental Science and eight years’ experience as an 

Environmental Consultant specialising in the field of ecology. Prue has conducted ecological 

surveying and reporting to guide master planning for some of Queensland’s key projects 

including the Oxley Creek Transformation Project, a project aimed to transform and restore 

Oxley Creek into Brisbane’s largest parkland. 

Prue Pettett, Queensland 
BGANZ Council representative

How do I become a BGANZ Council Member?

The make-up of Council and how members can be nominated or elected to Council is available on 

the BGANZ website. Any questions? Please email: Eamonn Flanagan- secretariat@bganz.org.au

BGANZ Honour Roll

BGANZ Council will commence a BGANZ Honour Roll in 2019. The BGANZ Honour Roll aims to 

acknowledge members who have made an outstanding contribution to BGANZ since its beginning 

in 2004.

The first recipients are expected to be announced at Wellington, BGANZ Congress 2019. 

http://files.constantcontact.com/5e0f7c85201/5effd138-6633-423e-a079-a105eab8508a.pdf
mailto:secretariat@bganz.org.au
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BGANZ Partnership project

BGANZ Council continues to strive to improve member services. To do this BGANZ has needed 

to increase its revenue base. Council has a Partnership Project to meet these goals. BGANZ has 

recently signed two new partnership agreements.

Major Partner: Seasol

BGANZ and Seasol have signed a three year partnership. Watch out for the official announcement 

and for member discounts on all Seasol products in the next few weeks. 

Major Partner: Augusta Golf Carts

Augusta Golf Carts were our initial partner in 2018, and have joined with BGANZ again, with the 

prospect of a further two years.

Augusta have been delighted with the opportunity to quote for its products, and have been 

successful in a number of cases.

BGANZ encourages all members, when purchasing various equipment items made by Augusta, to 

simply include Augusta in the call for tender notifications.

BGANZ seeks deductible gift recipient (DGR) status 

BGANZ has engaged the Melbourne Legal firm, Tisher Liner Law PLC to achieve DGR status.

As BGANZ continues to look at ways to increase its financial resources, DGR status will potentially 

add another major opportunity to assist further growth and improvement of member services.

BGANZ Records Officer Network (BRON)

The acquisition of a database toolkit for 

use by BGANZ members is a key action 

identified in the 2017–20 Business Plan. 

BGANZ Victoria undertook the task of 

surveying the membership about their 

needs and trialling a preferred database 

format with the aim of enabling gardens 

to renew, commence or improve their 

collections management. 
L to R: The BRON Group pictured at Cranbourne Gardens 
in March – Eamonn Flanagan, David Cash, Tex Moon, 
Paul Tracey, John Arnott, and Donna Thomas
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The BGANZ Records Officer Network overseeing this work met at Cranbourne Gardens in 

March to discuss progress towards recommending a collections database program. The aim is 

to recommend a program which meets the needs of gardens and can be easily uploaded to the 

Global Plant Database.

BGANZ member news

BGANZ Victoria

State Government support for botanic gardens

The Victorian Government has allocated $5 million to improve facilities at botanic gardens across 

the state. The centrepiece of the upgrade package will be $1 million towards a re-creation of 

‘the Australian Garden’ exhibit, which was the first and only Australian garden exhibit to win the 

Best in Show Gold Medal at the prestigious Royal Horticultural Society Chelsea Flow Show in 

London in 2013. The garden will be located at Victoria’s newest botanic gardens, the Dandenong 

Ranges Botanic Garden, where designer Phillip Johnson and horticulturist Wes Fleming are local 

residents. The rest of this funding package will be allocated to various botanic gardens across the 

state via matched $300,000 grants.  

In addition to the funding package announced for botanic gardens, the government also 

announced funding of $5 million to support a feasibility study into a proposed new Nature and 

Science Precinct at Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria’s Melbourne Gardens’ site. The proposed 

site will incorporate a nature gallery, a learning and participation centre and a public-facing 

Herbarium at Melbourne Gardens with a State Botanical Library and plant identification service. 

BGANZ Queensland 

Celebrating 30 years in palm conservation 

Townsville’s Palmetum botanic garden turned 30 last year and to celebrate a free community 

fun day was held on the first Sunday of the September school holidays. Thousands took the 

opportunity to explore the gardens. The event was supported by the Queensland Government 

and was truly about the community discovering one of Australia’s most unique botanic gardens.  

Read more on page 63.



26 THE BOTANIC GARDENer  |  ISS 52  JUNE 2019

WHAT’S NEW

SALARY PACKAGING 
NOVATED LEASES

I PICKED UP A great deal 
ON A NEW CAR
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Thinking of buying a new car? 
Now you can forget the hassle 
of going to dealership after 
dealership and dealing with  
car salesmen, and save 
thousands in the process! 

As a member of CMS, you have 
FREE access to Autotender’s 
money saving online vehicle 
tendering system (normally 

$49 per submission) where a 
nationwide network of dealers 
compete to offer you the lowest 
price possible. Simply go to the 
site, pick your car, and pick  
your deal. It’s that easy. 

Once you’re ready, they’ll 
streamline the entire application 
process and have you on the 
road in no time. 

Find out more at autotender.com.au/bganz

You could save thousands 
by Salary Packaging your 
new vehicle with AutoTender.  
They’re the experts at getting 
you the best salary packaging 
or novated lease, including the 
best benefits and the most tax 
effective features. 

FREE REVIEW
Not sure if you’re on the 
best deal? They’ll conduct a 
free review of your current 
arrangements to check if your 
current deal is up to scratch,  
or if its costing you more than 
you need to be spending. 

SAVE MONEY 
WITH SALARY 
PACKAGING 

SAVE MONEY 
ON YOUR 
NEW CAR 
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Around the BGANZ network

New appointments

•	 Kristian Davies – Park Lead role at Pukekura Park, New Plymouth, New Zealand 

•	 Charlotte Webb – CEO of Southern Highlands Botanic Gardens, New South Wales

•	 Prue Pettett – Assistant Curator of the Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Queensland

Departures

•	 Liz Caddick leaves Gold Coast Botanic Gardens for a position with Byron Bay Shire Council, 

New South Wales

Welcomes

•	 Inala Jurassic Garden (Gondwanan Garden, Bruny Island, Tasmania)

•	 Sharyn Veivers, Orange, New South Wales

Inala Jurassic Garden

Tonia Cochran is the Managing Director of Inala-Bruny Island Pty Ltd, trading as Inala Nature Tours 

which is based on Bruny Island Tasmania. Tonia is also the owner of the 1,500 acre privately-owned 

Inala conservation reserve on Bruny Island where she established a public Gondwanan Garden 

(known as the Inala Jurassic Garden) which has been designed as an educational facility highlighting 

the Gondwanan connections of a range 

of extant plant families.

Designed across five acres of gently 

undulating land and accessed by a 

winding, wheelchair-friendly path, Inala’s 

Jurassic Garden gives visitors an insight 

into the Gondwanan connections 

of species that are planted in family 

groups to demonstrate the similarities 

between species that are now found in 

geographically distant countries. 

Over six hundred species comprising 

around 50 plant families are represented 

in the garden and demonstrate current Inala Jurassic Garden

https://www.inalanaturetours.com.au/bruny-island/inala-jurassic-garden
https://www.inalanaturetours.com.au/bruny-island/inala-jurassic-garden.
https://www.inalanaturetours.com.au/bruny-island/inala-jurassic-garden


THE BOTANIC GARDENer  |  ISS 52  JUNE 2019 29

WHAT’S NEW

distributions of species by vicariance and dispersal. Other ancient plant families such as the 

Ginkgoaceae and Magnoliaceae are also represented in the collection. Each specimen is fully 

labelled with a catalogue number, family name, botanical name and common name, and the 

location of its wild origin; interpretation signs for each family are located around the garden. 

The plant catalogue is updated regularly to reflect the latest taxonomic changes and collection 

data associated with each species.

Earlier this year, Inala celebrated the 5th anniversary of the garden’s opening and the 25th 

anniversary of the conservation reserve. As the garden matured and visitor levels grew, Inala 

sought to formalise itself as a botanic garden which has been the original aim from the very 

conceptual ideas for the garden. Read more about Inala Jurassic Garden here.

We welcome Inala to BGANZ.

BGANZ member benefits 

1. BGANZ partner with Augusta Golf Cars 

BGANZ Members have a great opportunity to discuss all their transport requirements with 

Augusta Golf Cars. BGANZ encourages all members to contact Augusta Golf Cars to discuss future 

purchasing opportunities. More information about Augusta is available on the BGANZ website 

and in this edition of THE BOTANIC GARDENer.

2. Get a great new car deal!

For the exclusive benefit of BGANZ members, BGANZ has entered into a partnership 

with Autotender. BGANZ members can get great prices when purchasing their new car 

through Autotender.

For more information on how members can get better car prices check out the information page here.

https://www.inalanaturetours.com.au/bruny-island/inala-jurassic-garden
https://www.bganz.org.au/bganz-augusta-golf-cars-announce-partnership/
http://www.autotender.com.au/bganz
http://www.autotender.com.au/bganz
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We spotted this Augusta Golf Cars open-air 

electric people mover at Dandenong Ranges 

Botanic Garden. It seats up to 13 people and 

commenced operation in early April. It will be 

used for year-round Garden Tour experiences. 

Congratulations Parks Victoria – wishing you 

great success with the garden tours! 

Thank you to Augusta Golf Gars, for enabling 

BGANZ to continue to provide member 

benefits such as member awards and 

congress grants.

Dandenong Ranges Augusta Vehicle

ANBG Flora Explorer. Photo: ANBG 

WHAT’S NEW

We replaced our ageing Flora the Explorer this 

year, with an Augusta Golf Cars open-air electric 

people mover.

Flora the Explorer is an important part of our 

garden, with hundreds of tours each year, run by 

the Friends of the Australian National Botanic 

Gardens. The Augusta Golf Car gives many 

people access to our garden, particularly parts 

of the garden that are hilly and difficult for many 

elderly visitors and young families to reach.

Craig Cosgrove, Project Manager and 

Director of National Parks, Australian National 

Botanic Gardens.
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Making gardens accessible for the elderly 
and disadvantaged

Elizabeth Docking, Community Greening Officer, Royal Botanic 
Gardens Sydney

Pollinating great ideas

Having access to a garden is not a certainty, 

especially if you are aged or disadvantaged. 

Community Greening, a Royal Botanic 

Gardens Sydney statewide outreach 

program, reaches those most in need in 

the community to reap the benefits of 

engagement in a garden. 

Sponsored by Family and Community 

Services (FACS), Bloomberg and the 

John T Reid Charitable Trusts, this program 

empowers vulnerable communities while 

providing a broad range of health, training, 

economic and social benefits.

In 2017, Benjamin Short Grove (BSG), Mission Australia’s latest aged care facility located in rural 

New South Wales, engaged in a garden project with Community Greening. BSG is a facility for the 

homeless and those at risk of homelessness and socially and financially disadvantaged. The aim of 

the partnership was to create an inviting, therapeutic and interactive garden for the new residents. 

Included in the site development was a landscape design with pathways, garden beds and standard 

plantings suitable for low maintenance gardens. With the assistance of Community Greening, 

additions to the garden have made the gardens more welcoming and engaging for residents. 

Community Greening offers ongoing advice and garden programs to assist residents contribute to 

the creation of gardens in their new home. 

Community Greening began the first garden activities with residents in July 2017, supported by 

the BSG Leisure and Lifestyle workers. The residents engaged with hands-on activities, like potting 

up plants destined for the garden, growing seed and propagating. It was soon discovered that 

the residents loved giving gifts, but often did not have the means to buy things. A popular activity 

was potting up seedlings and caring for them until big enough to be decorated and given as gifts. 

The staff often received these gifts as many of the residents do not have regular visitors.

Community Greening Officer Elizabeth Docking 
takes the outreach program on the road 



32 THE BOTANIC GARDENer  |  ISS 52  JUNE 2019

POLLINATING GREAT IDEAS

Residents have made mosaic stepping 

stones, pottery totems and Indigenous 

art for inclusion in the secure courtyard. 

High needs residents can now wander 

safely, yet with the stimulation of being 

engaged with nature. The courtyard 

blossomed from a space with limited 

activity to one that sees dementia 

residents walking their ‘babies’ in 

prams and others taking time out in the 

fresh air and sunshine to participate 

in social activities and to see the 

latest blooms.

Initial planning for the project included having the residents participate in activities that took 

them beyond their front door, like having their mosaic works and floral art entered in the Orange 

Agricultural Show. To prepare the residents for this activity, Community Greening assisted with 

staging the annual Benjamin Short Grove Flower Show, using flowers predominantly picked from 

the facility’s gardens. This popular activity engaged most residents and staff, including residents 

often challenging to engage due to their health situation. In 2019, the judges were Jay French, 

Indigenous apprentice from Orange Botanic Gardens and the Garden Supervisor Neil Bollinger. 

To supplement the program and continue the beautification process, plants and materials valued 

in the thousands have been supplied to the facility by Community Greening and valued sponsors.

Garden plans grow for the facility, with the recent addition of raised garden beds and a sand 

therapy bed. Funds are being sourced for a yarning circle as most residents identify as Aboriginal. 

To help with funding future projects and to continue the education and engagement of residents, 

a nursery is in the planning for growing-on plants to sell. Excursions, including to the Orange 

Botanic Gardens, will become a regular activity.

Amazing milestones are being reached by residents at Benjamin Short Grove, including winning 

awards and learning new skills. In 2018, the garden program was recognised with a Keep Australia 

Beautiful Community Spirit and Inclusion Award. For many residents in their twilight years they are 

experiencing for the first time the benefits of a garden.

The demand for Community Greening continues to grow, with the project aiming to deliver 850 

gardens and engage 15,000 participants by 2021. Further information on the project is available 

on the Royal Botanic Gardens website: https://www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/learn/community-greening

Mosaic stepping stones, pottery totems and Indigenous art 
made by residents feature in the secure courtyard 



THE BOTANIC GARDENer  |  ISS 52  JUNE 2019 33

Discover! The world of plants

Kevin McDonald, Volunteer, Guides/Education Group, Hunter Region 
Botanic Gardens

At the Hunter Region Botanic Gardens specific events are celebrated each year in order to 

attract more people to attend such offerings as the annual Spring Fair, BGANZ Day (now 

Botanic Gardens Day), National Tree Day and National Science Week. In addition, there are 

frequent one-off attractions, such as Potting Orchids Demonstrations, Fungi Identification, and 

Bird Watching at the gardens.

One particular focus is to attract children to the gardens via Children’s Discovery Day (the 

second Tuesday in July), and Nature is Fun. In 2018, it was decided to throw the spotlight on 

‘botany as a science’ through organising a set of interactive observations and experiments. 

Thus the theme of ‘DISCOVER: Observe and Experiment!’ was highlighted in open-air displays 

and at experiment stations, and the later setting up of a week-long interactive exhibition 

inside a building (the Environment Pavilion) during National Science Week (the second week 

in August).

The approach taken was that children learn best by doing. Instead of just listening to what 

people told them about plants, or watching other people demonstrating little experiments 

involving plants, the students were invited to observe plant specimens and then try out simple 

experiments using everyday items (‘jam jar science’) themselves. Volunteer adults (mostly 

gardens guides, but also some older teenagers and willing adults) were stationed at different 

tables where specimens and equipment were provided. Displays of illustrative material, 

including signage and posters, were erected alongside each table.

The stations

1. Leaf shapes, edges (margins), and colours

2. Leaf smells (aromas); leaf oils; leaf transpiration

3. Extracting chlorophyll; the concept of photosynthesis

4. Plants seeds and germination

5. Flowers and fruits; pressed and labelled plant specimens (the herbarium)

6. Soil sedimentation experiment; different types of soils

7. Flowering times during the year

8. Wood: cellulose; paper manufacture; paper tearing

9. Tree trunk, barks and canopies; telling the age of a tree; tree heights and girths

10. Infusions, e.g. making tea
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Thus the children were invited to handle freshly selected plant specimens, and try out simple, 

safe experiments with plants. Labelled buckets of water held ample supplies of plant material, 

and basic apparatus was available, including hand lenses, jars, scissors, battery-powered lights, 

and sticky tape. Also provided were appropriate specimens, including dry and soaked plant 

seeds, recently germinated seedlings, dry and succulent fruits, soil samples, and completion 

sheets, together with colour textas and photographs. Children could go to any particular 

station, where under the supervision of a volunteer adult, they could perform relevant simple 

experiments and observations, as well as complete simple diagrams. Where appropriate, 

children could take home completion sheets to show their parents what they had done.

It wasn’t expected that children would have sufficient time to visit each station, as there were 

many attractions at the gardens on that day. Also very young children would be happy with just 

colouring in simple outlines of leaves and flowers, and just trying the easiest of the experiments. 

Also, to make the experiences more enjoyable, some simple botanical ditties and songs were 

woven into the day!

Both events (Children’s Discovery Day and National Science Week) attracted many children 

and adults. In fact the National Science Week interactive display was so popular that it was 

extended for an additional week. Photographs were taken of children and adults performing the 

experiments, and some of these were later reproduced in a printed booklet.

It was interesting to note that during Children’s Discovery Day, many children were accompanied 

by a parent or adult relative, and these adults enjoyed the activities as much as the children. 

During National Science Week, various family groups attended, and the adults inevitably 

enjoyed the interactive displays and experiments.

Climate Change Summit

Clare Hart, Manager Horticulture, Melbourne Gardens

From 3 to 6 December 2018, Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria at Melbourne Gardens hosted 

an inaugural Botanic Gardens Climate Change Summit. Ten botanical organisations from 

around the world, as well as three peak botanic gardens bodies, Botanic Gardens Conservation 

International, the International Association of Botanic Gardens and Botanic Gardens Australia 

and New Zealand, attended the summit. There were representatives from Argentina, China, 

Spain, United Kingdom, Israel, USA, South Africa and Australia.

The summit was an intensive three days across both Melbourne and Cranbourne Gardens of 

talks, workshops and presentations, with topics that ranged from Regional Climate Change 

Predictions, Challenges for Living Collections Development and Contemporary Approaches for 

Assessing Plant Vulnerability. 
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During the summit a series of public 

talks was held, featuring influential 

experts in the field of climate change 

and botanic sciences. These public 

talks discussed the future of botanic 

gardens and the solutions they can 

offer for a warming world. 

The outcome of the summit was 

the formation of The Botanic 

Gardens Climate Change Alliance. 

The alliance aims to use global 

collaboration to tackle the climate 

change threats facing plant species. 

Seniors had a blast at nature play

Eleni Vassiliadis, Intern, Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria

Residents of Regis Aged Care travelled from all over Victoria to have some fun at Royal Botanic 

Gardens Victoria’s nature play event, Botanica: Village among the Oak Trees, as part of the 

gardens’ Regis program. 

The residents had a wonderful time building cubby houses and enjoying other nature play 

activities alongside children. The event helped them to reconnect with nature, get some fresh air 

and harness the physical and mental health benefits of being outdoors, as they relived nostalgic 

childhood memories. 

The Regis program was developed with the organisation’s desire to enhance the health and 

wellbeing of seniors through immersion in nature and unique experiences that are within an 

older demographic’s mental and physical capacities. It aims to combat the physical and mental 

challenges older people experience, including social isolation and depression by encouraging 

social interaction and enjoying time outdoors. 

The co-creators of this alliance signed a declaration to safeguard life by protecting 

landscapes and agreed that the time for action is now.

The public talks and further information regarding the Climate Change Summit can be found on 

the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria website at https://bit.ly/2VWmqmM

Delegates at RBGV Cranbourne Gardens with the signed 
Climate Change Alliance declaration 

https://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/whats-on/botanica-a-village-among-the-oak-trees
https://bit.ly/2VWmqmM
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The Regis residents were the first to try the programs before they opened to the wider public in 

April 2019. Those who come along will experience creative and engaging activities that connect 

the power of nature to health and wellbeing.

The Botanica children’s event ran from the 16 to 19 January 2019. It was one of many 

experiences redesigned by Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria’s programming and learning experts, 

with the abilities of aged care residents in mind to make sure everyone is able to attend and 

enjoy the programs. 

Keep an eye out for upcoming elderly-focused experiences that will encompass health, 

wellbeing, sensory workshops, indigenous activity and garden experiences. 

www.planningforplants.com.au

Creation and Management of 

Living Collections

The living collection is the heart of every botanic garden, providing attractive horticultural 

displays and education resources and often contributing to conservation programs.

Services I offer:

1. Review of and plans for the development and management of living collections in existing botanic gardens

2. Plans for the living collections in new botanic gardens

3. Interpretation plans for plant displays

4. Review of and planning for plant conservation

5. Facilitation of meetings and staff training programs

6. Review of related policies, plans and operations

Contact:

mark@planningforplants.com.au 
+61 431 247 214
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BGANZ members contribute to the monthly Hort Journal Australia, sharing their knowledge 

and insights with a broader horticultural audience. We are grateful for permission to republish 

two recent articles in this edition of The Botanic GARDENer. 

Dale Arvidsson’s article about plants from the Americas at Brisbane Botanic Gardens 

Mt Coot‑tha, reveals a collection of more than 350 taxa. Julia Watson shares some tips on 

implementing an effective engagement strategy from the well‑tested methods she has 

applied to her work at Auckland Botanic Gardens. 

The hort. section

American beauties – flora from the Americas at 
Brisbane Botanic Gardens 

Dale Arvidsson, Curator, Brisbane Botanic Gardens

Why visit your local botanic gardens for inspiration?

Fundamental to the difference between botanic gardens and arboreta – and parks, is education. 

Whilst many parks have excellent interpretation, learning and informative components to 

accompany their recreation and relaxation core, education and experimentation is at the centre 

of botanic gardens and arboreta raison d’etre.

Understanding where plants originate from and the conditions each species grows under 

naturally in the wild can help us make informed choices on where to site plants, what natural 

A view of the American Region Plants Garden. 
Image: Brisbane City Council

form they take, watering requirements, 

and the aspect and soil that is most 

suited. With its enviable subtropical 

climate, Brisbane Botanic Gardens is 

fortunate to be able to trial and display 

a wide selection of plants from not just 

the subtropics, but also many tropical, 

monsoonal, warm temperate and even 

some temperate regions. In the face 

of a changing climate, we can make 

informed choices to use plants that due 

to their natural habits and conditions, 

can also survive into a possibly dryer 

and warmer future.
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Changing climate leads to new plant selections

The climate range represented here is diverse; however, flora is primarily represented from 

subtropical, tropical, monsoon and equatorial climates. Due to Australia’s changing climate, 

plants from the Americas that perform well on the hot, dry slopes of the American Region Plants 

Garden may be the species used more widely around Brisbane in future. Many of Australia’s 

worst weeds originate from the Americas and so understanding the weed potential of species 

is another important role of botanic gardens. Some of the species featured below may not be 

suited to where you live – so check with your local botanic gardens or arboreta and council prior 

to undertaking your own trials and experimentation. 

White Kapok Ceiba insignis in bloom is a spectacular 
feature of the American Region Plants Garden in 
summer and autumn. Image: Brisbane City Council

Blackberry Jam Fruit 

Rosenbergiodendron formosum

This unusual shrub native to tropical Panama, 

Colombia, Venezuela and Ecuador, is not 

in general cultivation in Brisbane. It is an 

evergreen small bush or slightly rambling shrub 

usually growing only to a height of one metre in 

our shallow soils.

American Region Plants collection

One of Brisbane Botanic Gardens Mt Coot-tha’s three main geographic collections, 

development of this display commenced in the early 1980s. Today 350-plus taxa are represented 

here, featuring a large arboretum of specimen trees, with shrubs and feature plants adding 

areas of focus and interest. 

White Kapok Ceiba insignis

This striking tree is native to the dry valleys and 

semi-deciduous woodland of South America 

and offers a different choice to the better 

known pink and white blooms of the Silk Floss 

Tree Ceiba speciosa. Drought-hardy with a 

swollen trunk and dramatic spines typical of this 

genus, the White Kapok has large attractive 

cream and yellow blooms. This tree always adds 

drama to any location. 

Blackberry Jam Fruit Rosenbergiodendron formosum. 
Image: Brisbane City Council

THE HORT. SECTION 
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This plant produces tubular white five-petalled, fragrant flowers in late spring and early summer. 

The olive-shaped yellow fruits that follow contain small flat seeds surrounded by sweet, black, 

soft pulp that purportedly tastes like blackberry jam.

Mexican Sycamore Platanus mexicana

One of the ‘showstopper’ trees of Brisbane Botanic 

Gardens Mt Coot-tha in the Temperate Region Plants 

Garden is the Mexican Sycamore Platanus mexicana. 

This is a broadleaf, fast growing deciduous tree that in 

our garden has reached a height of 20 plus metres. The 

smooth bark is a beautiful pale silvery-grey with leaves 

that resemble the better-known London Plane – a glossy 

green upper surface, whilst the lower surface is densely 

covered with short off-white hairs. With a natural range 

extending from northeast Mexico to northern Guatemala, 

this is another species used widely in the United States 

in parks and streetscapes, but seemingly not here in 

Australia. It does grow too large for most backyards and 

only suits large parks and public areas.
Mexican Sycamore Platanus mexicana. 
Image: Brisbane City Council

Cudjoewood, Bonellia marcrocarpa subsp. pungens

Cudjoewood is an evergreen, understorey shrub 

found in the tropical, monsoonal forests of 

southern Mexico. With leaves featuring a sharply 

pointed apex that resembles some of our native 

Chainfruit Alyxia spp., this slow growing shrub can 

reach a height of four metres. The deep orange 

blooms appear over spring and summer, often 

leaving a carpet of orange fallen petals covering 

the ground beneath the plant. The olive-green 

fruit ripen to yellow and are often persistent. 

With its prickly-leaved dense form, this plant could 

be used as a refuge for small birds.

Cudjoewood Bonellia marcrocarpa subsp. pungens. 
Image: Brisbane City Council
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Discover your botanic garden and arboreta

There is a vast range of American Region plants on display at Brisbane Botanic Gardens – and 

potentially at your own local botanic gardens or arboreta – that can be used to supplement 

better known selections. Some will be harder to find, so encourage diversity by speaking with 

your local growers to explore what the Americas have to offer our gardeners here in Australia.

References:

Brisbane City Council www.brisbane.qld.gov.au 

The Plant List: http://www.theplantlist.org/

Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org

Wikimedia https://commons.wikimedia.org

Useful Tropical Plants http://tropical.theferns.info/

Royal Botanic Gardens Kew www.kew.org

Encyclopaedia of Life http://eol.org

Six tips for connecting with your audience

Julia Watson, Education and Partnerships Co-ordinator, 
Auckland Botanic Gardens

Did you know that only 20 per cent of people read a full article online? And many people don’t 

even read beyond the headline. With numbers like these, it’s easy to understand that attention 

is scarce in our age of information overload, and that connecting with your audience can be 

a battle in an increasingly overcrowded market. Gaining and keeping the attention of your 

audience is vital – but how can we ensure our content connects and truly engages our audience? 

No matter how much effort you put in, there will always be people who don’t read your full 

article (or any content you create). But you can still capture their interest and engage them by 

employing effective strategies for your content.

Here are six easy tips to implement strategies that can help you connect with your audience and 

ensure your content is effectively delivered. 

1. Make it visually appealing

People engage more with visual content than any other type of external input. Good visuals can 

elicit emotions such as joy and surprise and allow for instant comprehension for minimal effort. 

You can create a memorable connection with your customer by producing beautiful and easy to 

understand visual content; for example, we have evolved our garden advice brochures from text 

http://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au
https://en.wikipedia.org
https://commons.wikimedia.org
http://tropical.theferns.info/
http://www.kew.org
http://eol.org
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heavy documents to beautifully designed and image-rich 

content. These garden advice brochures focus on plants 

that do well in Auckland. One of our target audiences at 

the Auckland Botanic Gardens is beginner gardeners and 

they have found this new format especially appealing. 

They have had a high customer uptake and good 

feedback.

THE HORT. SECTION 

Our Garden Advice brochures are 
visually appealing and contain easy to 
understand content.

 

2. Keep your content simple 

Keeping content simple allows easy connection and 

digestion. A wordy sign, article or label will only be 

read by a very small percentage of your audience. The 

majority of people only read headlines, so ensure that 

your words are punchy, clear and carefully chosen. 

Including images of people, animals and insects with 

your plant images will also increase the engagement with 

your content, and draw more people to it.

3. Layer your content

While simple content is easily accessible by most of your 

audience, it’s also important to serve audiences who 

would like more in-depth content. You can do this by 

layering your content. Layering consists of taking your 

content and creating multiple formats of it in varying 

levels of complexity. For example, a simple sign with a 

photo and a few lines of text is one layer (and a lot of 

your audience will be happy with that). For those who 

want more information, you can add a deeper layer such as including a QR code on the sign or 

brochure that links to your website with a detailed article, or a link to a video explaining more. 

Alternatively, a topic mentioned on social media such as Facebook could be linked to your website 

and can be expanded on in a workshop or public talk. This allows your audience to choose their 

level of engagement and to dive deeper as they desire.

4. Create a hook

As horticultural professionals we can get quite technical with the information we share which can 

sometimes alienate our audience. We need to look at how our audience wants to receive information, 

and we need to think creatively about how we can ‘hook’ their attention. A hook is something 

that gets someone’s attention, and then encourages them to delve deeper into the subject.  
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An example of a recent project we’ve undertaken used this to great success: this summer we 

ran a ‘Gardeners of the galaxy’ theme which highlighted the importance of plants for life, using 

space and astronauts as the hook, which is drawing new audiences in to visit us and engaging 

them with plants.

‘Gardeners of 
the galaxy’, our 
summer exhibition, 
talked about 
the importance 
of plants for life 
through the playful 
‘hook’ of space and 
space travel.

5. Know your audience

Understanding who your audience is and how they like to receive information is vital. Surveys 

and customer research are the only way you’ll know clearly what your audience is interested 

in, what their problems are that you can solve, and how they would like to receive information 

from you. We regularly survey our visitors (including yearly key performance indicator surveys, 

event surveys, post workshop and guided-walk feedback forms, as well as market research and 

visitor demographics every few 

years) and use this information 

to inform our work. A 2018 

survey we commissioned of 351 

Aucklanders showed that two 

thirds of people will use the 

internet at some stage as a key 

source of information, with the 

majority (68 per cent) wanting 

to access information from our 

website and 49 per cent via 

email. The majority would like 

this information in the format 

of brochures (69 per cent) or in 

video form (48 per cent).

A 2018 survey showed that the majority of Aucklanders surveyed 
would like to access gardening information in brochures/pamphlets 
or in video form.

THE HORT. SECTION 
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6. Utilise technology

Don’t be afraid to utilise technology to connect with your 

audience. We are in the era of technology and information, 

and people of all ages access information in different ways. 

For example, we use apps for trails in the gardens to allow 

our audience access to deeper layers of information (such 

as videos, audio and web links), as well as for fun. As we’ve 

seen, videos are also highly popular and are a format we are 

increasingly using for a lot of our content. 

Conclusion

While our audiences may have varying interest in plants, we 

can always do a better job at engaging them in a deeper 

manner, or connecting with new audiences yet to visit our 

garden. Trial and error as well as surveying your audience 

are keys to creating an effective engagement strategy. It’s 

important to monitor how your strategies are working and to 

keep your finger on the pulse of both audience interest and 

technology, not simply doing the same thing you’ve always 

done. Keeping your content simple, visually appealing and 

exciting will ensure your audience gets hooked and stays 

hooked on your content!

We use the STQRY app to create 
trails around the garden that engage 
our audience using videos, images 
and audio.

The hort. section is in search of an editor

Are you feeling inspired after reading the feature interview with Gwen and Rodger Elliot? 

Would you like to journey down the path of horticultural publishing but don’t know where 

to start? Well, everyone starts somewhere, so why not volunteer to edit the hort pages of 

The Botanic GARDENer?

If you have a passion for plants and an interest in publishing, then we’d like to hear from you. 

Contact us at secretariat@bganz.org.au or managingeditor@bganz.org.au indicating your 

interest in editing The hort. section. 
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‘Ageing gracefully – managing heritage and history in a changing 
world’ is the theme for this edition, but like everything, it evolved. 
The feature articles tackle the challenges of ageing gracefully; they talk 
about ‘people and place’ and the collective wisdom of managing the 
challenges that allow people and places to age gracefully, survive and 
thrive and honour their heritage – and create new stories.

200 years – managing 
science heritage at the Royal 
Tasmanian Botanical Gardens
The article published below was delivered at the Australia ICOMOS Symposium – Under the 

Microscope – Exploring Science Heritage, Hobart, Tasmania, 12 (&11) November 2018.

Mark Fountain, Deputy Director Major Projects and Science and Natalie 
Tapson, Horticultural Botanist, Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens (RTBG)

Introduction

“Colonial era botanical gardens like the RTBG are the custodians of significant built and living heritage. 

Managing heritage requires a well‑researched understanding of the heritage values of the site, 

conscious deliberation and an educated awareness of the long‑term ramifications of every decision.” 

The same deliberation is required when managing science heritage in a botanical gardens environment 

where most of our science is living, applied and / or occurs as a corollary of our core business. 

Recognising the inherent values (and the potentially accruing value) of science heritage and the 

consequences of managing (or not managing!) it effectively might best be illustrated by four selected 

case studies from over the RTBG’s 200 years. To demonstrate the scope of science heritage at the 

RTBG the selected case studies cover different periods in the RTBG’s timeline from 1844 to now. 

The case studies chosen, not only illustrate different examples of science heritage, but also indicate 

different approaches to understanding and managing science heritage.
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Global botanic gardens: a very short history 
(establishing our science bona fides)

Botanic gardens originated as scientific organisations, the world’s first botanic gardens, the 

northern Italian physic (apothecary) gardens of Pisa (1543) and Padua (1545) were purely for the 

academic study of medicinal plants.

The botanic garden at Padua is the oldest surviving example of this kind of cultural property. 

Its science heritage credentials were made very clear when the garden was listed by UNESCO as 

a World Heritage site on the following grounds:

“The Botanical Garden of Padua is 

the original of all botanical gardens 

throughout the world, and represents the 

birth of science, of scientific exchanges, 

and understanding of the relationship 

between nature and culture. It has 

made a profound contribution to the 

development of many modern scientific 

disciplines, notably botany, medicine, 

chemistry, ecology and pharmacy.” Padua Botanical Gardens est.1545

The ‘age of discovery’ and the global dispersal of plants combined with the general adoption of 

the Linnaean system of classification focussed botanic gardens on the sciences of taxonomy and 

botany. This provided the means to classify and deepen understanding of the plant world through 

a systemic approach and a common, global ‘language’, leading to a rapid increase and spread of 

gardens with a scientific / botanical collections focus based on Linnaean principles around the late 

18th century.

In the last 30 / 40 years conservation focussed sciences have increased in importance. Botanic 

Gardens Conservation International (BGCI) was established in 1987 to provide a global network for 

plant conservation within botanic gardens and has revised the definition of a botanic garden. In the 

International Agenda for Botanic Gardens in Conservation the new definition of a botanic garden is:

“Botanic gardens are institutions holding documented collections of living plants for the 

purposes of scientific research, conservation, display and education.”

What constitutes science heritage at the RTBG?

Science heritage has a very encompassing rationale and at the RTBG covers activity associated 

with the Living Collections (including the Conservation Collections and the Seedbank). Apart from 

the Living Collections themselves, science heritage values can also be held by the information 

supporting the collections in the form of library collections, correspondence, records, research 

http://www.bgci.org/policy/international_agenda/
http://www.bgci.org/policy/international_agenda/
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and data and in the history of the personnel associated with both the collections and with 

Tasmanian botany more generally.

Additional scientific heritage resides (or resided) in heritage structures like the heated Arthur Wall 

(1829), and includes information on a number of now defunct RTBG structures including a nursery 

propagation house heated by layers of compost (an example of early horticultural technology). 

Science heritage can also be objects and equipment, I have a strong memory of a well-travelled 

Wardian case in the Director’s office at RBG Sydney and the RTBG have a plant press reputed to 

have been used by Winifred Curtis, the author of the Students Flora of Tasmania.

Managing science heritage 

Botanical gardens by their very nature are long‑lived organisations rich with stories; managed, 

these stories become part of an organisation’s heritage, unmanaged they risk dissipation, 

distortion and loss.

In many cases science heritage is only as good as the quality of the supporting data / information 

and an organisation’s capacity to recognise the long-term value of the information, record it and 

store it for extended periods. 

It is critically important to determine and understand what assets you have and the potential future 

value of those assets. This can sometimes be difficult to determine; for example, information / data 

can lose its scientific relevance over time but still deliver significant narrative value towards a future 

history or historical interpretation activity. Conversely, data may appear to be inconsequential but 

increase in scientific relevance and an object or piece of equipment may appear to be insignificant 

or mundane but gain historical importance over time.

Risks

Apart from the challenge of being able to 

recognize what potential science heritage you 

have, internal risks include: lack of systems, lack 

of rigour in relation to systems; system changes 

(e.g. hard files to digital and changes in digital 

platforms); poor archival practices; lack of training 

and poor management generally. 

It is advisable to seek independent professional 

advice in relation to the systems used to capture 

and store archival collections.

The RTBG’s Arthur Wall and pineapple house – 
Louis Le Breton 1839
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Any number of events over the RTBG’s rich 200-year history could be used to demonstrate the 

value of consciously managing your science heritage. We have selected four periods / events to 

illustrate different aspects of science heritage in our botanical garden.

The Royal Society (a rich vein of science heritage)

The gardens were administered by the Royal Society of Tasmania from 1844 to 1885 and due to 

the rigour of the Royal Society’s record keeping this is a particularly information-rich period in the 

garden’s early history.

For example, the 1857 Catalogue of Plants in the Royal Society’s Gardens lists over 1,600 species 

and varieties of plants including some of the mature trees still standing today. Royal Society records 

from the period list phenological data on the leafing, flowering and fruiting of selected species 

Sketch plan of the flue system in the Arthur Wall 1829 

Royal Society phenological record, summer 1867–68

and information on the distribution of 

plants to public places in Tasmania and 

overseas. The phenological information 

has potential contemporary relevance in 

relation to our changing climate.

The Royal Society period also provided 

valuable information recording the 

RTBG’s role in the dispersal of species 

within Tasmania. This information 

was utilised to develop a booklet on 

the influence of the Royal Tasmanian 

Botanical Gardens on Tasmania’s 

cultural landscape.

The paucity of information either side of 

the Royal Society period is noticeable 

and reflects the capacity and rigour of 

the Royal Society members. The lack 

of quality information before 1844 and 

after 1885 is probably symptomatic of 

a lack of resources and in some cases a 

lack of capacity.
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The Herbarium (a story of loss)

A herbarium is core science for many botanic gardens and the RTBG briefly had one on‑site.

The 20th century saw the establishment of a herbarium of native flora at the gardens where the 

important collection of Government Botanist Leonard Rodway was housed from the 1930s. Rodway 

published the Flora of Tasmania in 1903 and was Director of the Gardens from 1928 to 1932. The 

collection was moved to the University of Tasmania in 1946 due to concern about the fire risk to the 

wooden building in which it was housed. The herbarium is now part of the Tasmanian Museum.

This was a pragmatic decision by the Trustees of the day to ensure the safety of very valuable 

science heritage. The outcome from the RTBG’s point of view was regrettable, leaving the RTBG 

for an extended period without a strong botanical focus. The development of the Tasmanian 

section and Conservation collections since the 80s and 90s strengthened the RTBG’s botanical 

collections. The development of the 

Tasmanian Seed Conservation Centre 

has added additional botanical rigour 

through critical collections and valuable 

applied research.

From the RTBG’s perspective the 

herbarium is a story of loss (of very 

important botanical heritage) however 

it remains alive as a compelling 

science heritage narrative waiting to 

be told and our relationship with the 

contemporary Herbarium remains 

strong and functional.
Inside the wooden herbarium, circa 1943

The Dawn Redwood Metasequoia glyptostroboides 
(A story of botanical discovery)

The Dawn Redwood was first described as a mesozoic fossil in China in 1941 and given the 

name Metasequoia. A living specimen was also found that same year. The connection between 

the fossil and the living tree was realised in 1946 and the new tree was given the specific epithet 

glyptostroboides. Seeds of Metasequoia glyptostroboides were first collected for distribution in 

1948. The RTBG’s Dawn Redwood was planted in 1958. 

The simple fact of knowing the planting date is critical to telling the story of the speed of 

dispersal of iconic new species globally in this era and adds significantly to the Dawn Redwood’s 
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history as one of the earliest plantings of this species 

and as important living science heritage.

(A sad footnote: our Dawn Redwood was knocked down 

by a falling tree in a storm in May 2018. The tree is gone 

but the story remains).

RTBG’s majestic Dawn Redwood 
Metasequoia glyptostroboides prior to 
the 2018 storm

Morrisby’s Gum, Eucalyptus 
morrisbyi (Science heritage 
as a continuum and a 
conservation story) 

More future history than past history, the story of 

Eucalyptus morrisbyi is perhaps a science heritage story 

in the making. 

Morrisby’s Gum, Eucalyptus morrisbyi is a small tree 

endemic to Tasmania’s southeast and only known from 

two small populations, 21 kilometres apart. The two 

stands have suffered rapid, dramatic declines in recent 

decades. Based on recommendations from a recovery team (which included RTBG staff) seeds were 

grown on by the RTBG and planted out in designated orchards in 1994.

Returning to the orchards in 2017–18 staff from the RTBG’s Tasmanian Seed Conservation Centre 

collected 82,000 seeds. 

Future science heritage 

resides in the orchards 

themselves as early examples 

of this conservation strategy in 

Tasmania. The records and data 

associated with the collections 

could provide valuable 

information towards any future 

research into the story of plant 

conservation in Tasmania. 

Eucalyptus morrisbyi Brighton seed orchard est. 1994
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What have we learnt over 200 years?

That without conscious management valuable history and stories can be very easily lost and 

that science heritage can have significant value and utility over time.

To manage science heritage it is important to:

•	 develop and maintain a corporate understanding of the value of science heritage

•	 learn to recognise the value of science heritage by closely reviewing and cross-checking 

everything for long-term future relevance and value to the organisation – either as functional 

ongoing/comparative data or as useful narrative, and

•	 recognise the risks leading to the loss of science heritage and develop management 

strategies to counter them.

Botanical gardens are long-lived scientific institutions that create and accumulate significant 

heritage over time. This heritage can take many forms, from: living collections; to structures; 

to objects; to documentation and images. This complexity clearly indicates the requirement 

for rigourous archival practices and ongoing management to ensure that scientific heritage is 

not lost. The RTBG has consulted with archival specialists, and developed processes to ensure 

that sound practices are in place for the management and off-site storage of paper-based 

records. Digital records and emails will be managed for storage and retrieval through whole 

of department data management resources. The RTBG’s historic significance and its heritage 

structures are registered on the Tasmanian Heritage Register. Combined, these actions will 

ensure the sound management of the RTBG’s science heritage into the future.

FEATURE ARTICLES
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Great For All Plants,
All Seasons!

www.seasol.com.au

SPRING:
Enhances flowering 
& fruiting.

SUMMER:
Helps protect against 
heat & drought.

WINTER: 
Helps plants cope 
with the cold weather 
including frost.

AUTUMN: 
Great for planting &
strong root growth.
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Volunteering, growing older 
and feeling younger
Denby Browning, Member of Management Committee, Tamborine Mountain 
Botanic Gardens Inc. 

According to an Australian government 

website, volunteering can be valuable 

for ‘increasing [sic.] your self-esteem and 

wellbeing’. Volunteering can also 

relieve stress and alleviate symptoms 

of depression and can even improve 

your relationships.

The volunteers at the Tamborine Mountain 

Botanic Gardens can attest to that, and 

more. We may be ageing – with an average 

age of more than 70 years – but we have 

never felt more invigorated and enthusiastic. 

The gardens were founded, built and are to this day managed entirely by volunteers and are a 

major tourism destination for the Gold Coast hinterland in Queensland.

Every Wednesday and Thursday morning we gather at the gardens, then disperse to our chosen 

areas to work – heads down, backsides up – weeding, planting, fertilising, mowing, clipping and 

raking, and taking care of the many maintenance tasks that come with an 11-hectare mountain site.

Not long ago, a major topic of discussion during our morning tea break was our ageing team and 

concerns about who we could find to take our places in the not-too-distant future.

Not anymore. We have found an antidote to ageing. Our collective self-esteem has never 

been higher and some of those aches and pains as we bent to pluck another weed seem to 

have dissipated. 

And it all came about as we stepped into a great unknown. There is nothing like a new challenge to 

reduce the signs of ageing. 

Heads down as volunteers weed a garden bed. 
Photo: Margaret Bell

https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/self-esteem
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/stress
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/symptoms-of-depression
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/symptoms-of-depression
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/relationships
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Like children who finally take the big step and leave home in their mid-30s to discover that an 

exciting world awaits, the volunteers at the Tamborine Mountain Botanic Gardens recently cut the 

metaphorical apron strings. 

In February the volunteers stepped away from the financial, physical and psychological protection 

of their ‘parents’, the Tamborine Mountain Garden Club. The club had, since the inception of the 

gardens in 1983, provided financial support, guidance and a source of volunteers for the gardens. 

For the first 20 years of the gardens’ life, the club was the only source of funding.

And now we are on our own. The club and the 

gardens’ volunteers decided their paths lay in 

different directions. With a new organisation 

now controlled entirely by those volunteers, 

the future of the gardens rests on our ability 

to attract new members and support from our 

wider community.

The future of the gardens 
rests on our ability to attract 
new members and support 
from our wider community.

Happy in their work, volunteers in high-vis 
clothing at Tamborine Mountain Botanic Gardens. 
Photo: Chris Davison

With independence comes responsibility and the volunteers have embraced this. New ideas for 

funding, for development of the gardens and for greater community involvement are already being 

implemented. For the first time in our 36-year history, we have founded a Friends affiliate to assist 

with fund-raising and administration. This is hardly a revolutionary idea for most botanic gardens, 

but the Tamborine Mountain Garden Club had always been there, fundraising, supporting and 

providing a pool of people who could be convinced to work in the gardens as well as their own 

home gardens. 

However, when you leave home you have to feed yourself and pay your own rent. It is a challenge 

that the Tamborine Mountain Botanic Gardens volunteers are relishing.

We recently completed a major redevelopment at the northern end of the site that had been 

subject to regular water inundation. The ground was constantly boggy. Now there is a new lawn 

and a timber platform reaching out into our lake that is already being utilised for weddings and 

other ceremonies. A small area of boggy land has been retained to develop a ‘boggy garden’. 

Our Japanese Garden, too, is undergoing a significant remodelling.

From experience, our prescription for ageing with grace is to volunteer, take risks and work with a 

group of supportive, knowledgeable and willing people. They can be found at any botanic garden. 
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Being only into our eighth year of development, the Australian Botanic Gardens Shepparton’s 

(ABGS) only heritage is the rubbish under our gardens. Our gardens are being developed on an ex-

landfill site. Possibly some of the buried rubbish could be heritage listed nowadays. Actually we are 

extremely lucky in that we are creating our own heritage. Our history is different, our challenges are 

many but we are ‘getting there’. The ongoing development would definitely not have happened 

without the local volunteers who have driven the administration, design choices, delivery of 

gardens, maintenance and events.

Each year sees more development of this challenging 26 hectare site. The themed gardens are 

slowly but surely being developed and to date we have a Residents Garden, Weaving Garden, 

Children’s Garden, Refugee Garden and Food Terrace Garden. 

Currently we are working to restore an area of bushland that has been farmed, flooded, sand mined 

and littered with debris from local rubbish. Amazingly there are areas which still produce interesting 

indigenous plants. This area is improving greatly. Rubbish has been removed and alien plants 

eradicated, so one could say it is ageing gracefully. The history of the land on which our gardens are 

situated is constantly considered in all discussions and development. We also need to be extremely 

aware of environment protection issues due to the capping of the landfill site. This delivers us 

something different to other gardens and give us an opportunity to display what can be done with 

imagination, good design and courage. 

The garden works and planning are under the control of a Section 86 Committee. Membership of 

the committee are volunteers and a councillor representative. Meetings are attended by at least 

one member of council staff. The Friends of the Australian Botanic Gardens Shepparton (FABGS) 

are extremely fortunate to be able to make decisions in relation to this development. Climate 

change, recycling, using local businesses, healthy communities are also vital aspects of the gardens 

in Botanic Gardens Avenue. 

We don’t always feel as if we are ‘growing old gracefully’ after an onsite working bee, but we do 

feel privileged to have had the opportunity to leave a lasting legacy by creating the Shepparton 

region’s first botanic gardens. The average age of our volunteers is 60 plus (and that is being nice). 

Ageing gracefully at Australian 
Botanic Gardens Shepparton
Jillian Grant, President of the Friends of the Australian Botanic 
Gardens Shepparton 
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This age range is typical now of volunteer 

groups who continue to demonstrate the 

productivity and worth of the older age 

demographic in Shepparton. However, their 

knowledge is available for sharing and we 

do have a few inspirational (and tech savvy) 

younger members. Our experience (being 

older) not only provides an understanding 

of plants and gardens, but also of the local 

environment. Our volunteers have driven the 

administration, design choices, delivery of 

gardens, maintenance and events. Physically 

this is hard work due to the size of the site 

(26 hectares). Often after a busy working bee 

we do not feel that we are ‘ageing gracefully’ 

but the cuppa and chat and comradeship involved is a joy to us all. The sense of the fact that we are 

assisting in the creation of something not only for our grandchildren but for the entire community 

to enjoy demonstrates that age is no barrier to the ability of making an extremely valuable asset 

available to our community.

We treasure and learn from the relationships created. Local childcare and kinder groups are regular 

visitors and we have partnerships with Landcare, RiverConnect and Goulburn Broken Catchment 

Management Authority to name just a few. The local Bird Life Australia group has undertaken bi-monthly 

surveys of the site since development commenced. If we were not familiar with bird species previously, 

we are now and we excitedly check if there are any ‘new’ species. To date 114 different species have 

been spotted. Plants, birds, bees, gliders: our minds continue to receive interesting information. 

With a new garden on a challenging site we are gradually learning what does and does not work; 

which plants the rabbits, wallabies and kangaroos cannot disturb; which plants can survive heat, 

drought and frost in an exposed north-facing garden; which plants can be propagated with minimum 

care. The need for protection of the capped tip and prevention of erosion is continually on our minds. 

The local media are responsive when we run an event or have interesting activities and will contact 

us to find out what is new in the gardens. Articles can be submitted and are usually published in the 

local press. 

Infrastructure is something we lack and as we are situated on a flood plain any item installed needs 

either to withstand floods or not disturb the capping on the landfill. Actually, anytime the Goulburn 

or Broken River floods onto our site, messages are posted on social media by early morning visitors 

or athletes and, out come the cameras! The view from the lookout during a flood event is serene, 

spectacular and something to behold. 

To conclude this article I would say we aim to continue with development and planning of the 

ABGS whilst keeping fit and mentally active, absorbing information, gaining knowledge and still 

ageing gracefully. 

Two of ABGS’s tireless volunteers, Karen Kilgour 
(left) and Jenny Houlihan. Until recently Karen was 
Secretary/Treasurer and Jenny was Chair of the 
Section 86 Committee; between them they have 
contributed many hours to the administration and 
upkeep of the gardens.  
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Ageing gracefully doesn’t comfortably describe the people 

who make up the Friends of Lismore Rainforest Botanic 

Gardens (FLRBG). Oxford Dictionary says that ‘gracefully’ 

means moving in a controlled, attractive way or having a 

smooth attractive form. Maybe as a way to describe the 

group as such – that it functions in a smooth, attractive way 

most of the time it is appropriate. And maybe each of the 

members has his or her own particular degree of elegance. 

However, to my mind, the word gracefully has a certain passivity about it which doesn’t accurately 

describe this group at all – adverbs that I feel fit better are actively, enthusiastically, energetically, 

creatively, joyfully – and at times, frustratedly and absolutely, exhaustedly. 

An article in the April 2018 edition of NSW North Coast Health Practitioners magazine ‘Health 

Speak’ talks about ‘eudaimonic pleasures’ giving people the most satisfying and healthy 

lifestyle after retirement. This term is defined as being involved in activities that support the 

learning of new skills, provide a sustained sense of achievement, a strong sense of purpose, 

and regular social contact with other people. At the gardens, as a group and as individuals, 

we are establishing and running a rainforest botanic garden and we all get great pleasure and 

satisfaction out of doing that. We are learning all the time and experience a sense of ongoing 

achievement from what we are doing. I believe the activities of this group could rightly be 

described as ‘eudaimonic’.

FLRBG is an incorporated body with a membership of 75 but it is our pool of about 45 active 

volunteer workers who are the focus of this article. We meet every Wednesday morning from 7.30 

onwards and work till 11am – with a break for morning tea which is strictly adhered to! With a 

very few occasional, and usually short term exceptions, the ages of our group range from around 

60 to early 90s. We have an even mix of males and females and the camaraderie in the group is 

amazing. As one of our men said one work day: ‘This cuppa on a Wednesday morning is the best 

of the week!’ 

FEATURE ARTICLES

The Lismore Friends – ageing 
gracefully or energetically
Marie Matthews, Friends of Lismore Rainforest Botanic Gardens Inc.
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What makes our group work? Well, we have an excellent charismatic group leader who leads 

this great variety of volunteer workers gently and very effectively. No one is TOLD what to do: 

they are given the general rules of the place, health and safety practices and then they are 

asked if they are willing to join in a specific task and if it is not something they enjoy doing or 

they are not physically capable of doing then another task is found. In a botanic garden there is 

always a great variety of work that needs to be done! Each new member works initially with an 

‘old’ member and as a general rule we aim at working in groups or at least in pairs. 

Caring for our volunteers is very important in our organisation. Being aware of them as 

individuals, listening to what is happening in their lives and remembering that. Having the 

occasional special morning tea to celebrate an event or individual. And most of all, always 

showing appreciation for the work that is done. Not just a general thank you but one to one 

verbal praise and thanks for what they do and for the results they achieve. 

We have an excellent gardener who comes three days a week and is very important in helping 

us keep the plants healthy and thriving and generally maintaining the site. However, the FLRBG 

volunteers tackle everything else from building small structures and paths and raised gardens, to 

maintenance of everything and of course the ongoing work of planting, weeding and watering, 

and the myriad of other tasks that go with making and managing a botanic garden. 

 We have a management committee which I recently heard described as ‘robust and passionate’ 

– a fairly accurate description. While we don’t always agree, sometimes having diametrically 

opposed views, we usually manage to sort things out and come to some sort of consensus. We 

are all keen to run the gardens as well as we possibly can and when things do seem to be going 

wrong we manage to bounce back and get going again. In fact finding an acceptable solution to 

what can at first seem to be an insoluble problem can bring a surprising sense of satisfaction. 

Many of our volunteers are using skills learned in previous lives, applying them to the current 

situation. But often we need to learn new skills, educate ourselves about new subjects and take 

Volunteers – from their 60s to their 90s – assemble 
every Wednesday for the working group

Our retention rate is good. About a third of 

our regular volunteers have been involved 

for over 10 years – three actually for over 

20 years, since before the gardens became 

a reality! The rest of the regulars are more 

recent and there is a small group who 

attend occasionally. We get a half dozen 

or so new members each year. Some come 

once or twice and then we don’t see them 

again OR they get hooked and stay for a 

long time. We lose a few members each 

year – usually for health reasons or moving 

out of the area, so numbers have stayed 

fairly consistent in recent years.
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on responsibilities in often unfamiliar areas. But we learn from the actual doing and from one 

another. We find the information we don’t have from books and on the internet and by finding 

specialists in the particular field of knowledge or expertise. Of course it doesn’t always work but 

mostly it does. The satisfaction of having supervised the construction of a walkway, discovered 

a supplier of obscure plants, had a successful concrete pour, organised an open day, weeded a 

whole area or run a guided walk can give a buzz that positively energises and excites long after 

the event.

One of the factors that helps make this group work so well is that we are working in nature. 

There is plenty of evidence to indicate that being in nature is beneficial to body mind and spirit. 

Just put shinrin‑yoku (forest bathing in Japan) into your search engine! In our group we are not 

only in nature, we are creating and nurturing a sizable area of rainforest. We get wet. We get 

dirty. We have to protect ourselves from sun, insects, prickly plants and snakes... but we are 

outside all the time, surrounded by trees and flowers, koalas and wallabies, lots of birds and 

insects and we love it. There is magic in finding one of our trees flowering for the first time, 

espying a baby wallaby, or identifying a self-sown seedling as being a rare native plant. Everyone 

gets excited and those joint feelings of joy helps bind us together.

Ours is one of the new style botanic gardens featuring, almost exclusively, local indigenous 

plants (mostly rainforest) from an area within 200 kilometres of Lismore in northern NSW, in their 

natural settings. There are very few formal garden beds. The gardens are situated at the edge of 

a rainforest area known as the Big Scrub which originally covered approximately 75,000 hectares. 

Now fewer than 700 hectares of that forest remain in scattered remnants and it is our aim to 

replicate ALL the species known to have grown in the original forest as well as being part of a 

corridor for native plants and animals in this region. This gives a strong focus to what we do.

Since our first planting in 2002 we have planted over 7,000 trees including almost 600 different 

species of which 53 are listed as officially threatened and many others are rare in our local 

rainforests. We are becoming a gene pool for the local rainforest species and already other 

botanic gardens and research institutions are drawing on our plant material. We are proud of 

what we are achieving. Proud of the being part of the gradual transformation from waste ground 

to lush rainforest and public garden. 

Our principle method of conservation is planting of local species sourced from local nurseries 

and individual landholders and wherever possible, trees with good provenance. We aim to have 

a minimum of two of each of our specimen trees throughout the gardens. As our plant collection 

matures we are propagating many in our own nursery. 

In most areas in this Northern Rivers area indigenous plants are either already present in the soil 

as stored seed or they have been moved there by animals, wind and rain. Despite the current 
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emphasis on planting as a means of reclamation, rehabilitation and restoration, the ecological 

process of ‘succession’ is being tried. Removing exotic weeds and systematically shifting 

the balance in favour of local plants results in the local native plants taking over very quickly. 

However as our aim is to grow specific rainforest trees most of this system is currently used for 

our more general areas and for understorey plants. 

We leave small prunings and non-seeding weeds on the ground to break down and so help 

create the natural rainforest environment. We mulch thickly with local recycled green waste 

from the adjacent Recycling Site, or de-headed setaria hay. We aim to give deep watering when 

needed rather that frequent shallow watering. This system keeps the roots cool and moist with 

soil bacteria gradually building up soil and humus, encouraging the proliferation of associated 

insects and other small animals and fungi. 

Finding a balance between keeping the gardens looking good for visitors and making sure 

that they are also provided with the conditions that rainforest plants need to thrive can create 

much discussion with strong views abounding: neatness and display versus naturalness and 

environmental purity. We will never all agree on this one and the ongoing need to adjust and 

accommodate all the differing views helps keep up us on our toes. 

I don’t think there is any one thing that makes a group work well. It is a rather, a whole variety 

of factors which are waxing, waning and moving in unplanned patterns through the mix of 

personalities, events and environments that somehow loosely mesh and hold a group together. 

But there are a few features that act as a strong but infinitely pliable framework: a strong focus, 

flexible but consistent leadership, care and appreciation and an ongoing sense of achievement, 

and in the case of our gardens, the additional factor of being in nature. There is also the deep 

seated philosophy in this particular group of converting a waste land, to a public garden, of 

improving the environment, of 

preserving the local rainforest 

plants and animals and of working 

with one another as we care for 

our bit of land. These all help to 

create a successful productive 

group whose members benefit 

and grow emotionally and 

spiritually and – if we stretch the 

meaning of the word – gracefully, 

and maybe even eudaimonically – 

from their actions and 

interactions at the gardens. 

FEATURE ARTICLES

Volunteers at work in the Sensory Garden 
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MILESTONES

Brisbane’s liveability is linked to our natural environment. Our city’s approach to sustainable living 

resulted in it being named Australia’s Most Sustainable City in 2014 and 2016 at the Keep Australia 

Beautiful Australian Sustainable Cities Awards. 

Brisbane City Council has developed a vision for the city with Brisbane. Clean, Green, Sustainable 

2017–2031, highlighting a number of opportunities that residents and visitors can engage in with 

our environment including being part of a vibrant volunteer guide program at Brisbane’s Botanic 

Gardens and Sherwood Arboretum. The volunteer guides are from varied backgrounds with a 

shared interest in Brisbane’s botany, horticulture and history. 

This year sees both Brisbane Botanic Gardens Mt Coot-tha and the City Botanic Gardens celebrate 

an incredible 30 years of the Volunteer Guiding Programme and a new chapter commenced with 

regular guided walks at the botanic garden’s newest addition – the historic Sherwood Arboretum. 

Volunteer guides are rostered six days per 

week at the City Botanic Gardens, seven days 

at Mount Coot-tha with regular walks now 

planned to be offered at Sherwood Arboretum 

throughout the year. 

Living treasures – our guides 
celebrating 30 years
Merilyn Williams, Volunteer Guide Officer, Brisbane Botanic Gardens 

30 years of service – Mary Peden OAM Brisbane 
Botanic Gardens Mt Coot-tha and City Botanic 
Gardens Guide Ethel Licence.  
Photo: Brisbane Botanic Gardens

The Volunteer Guides offer a specialist guiding 

service to the many hundreds of thousands 

of visitors that discover Brisbane’s ‘botanic 

treasures’. Volunteer Guides provide more 

to visitors than general orientation and 

onsite interpretation; the guides significantly 

enhance the visitor experience by addressing 

individual’s needs and providing interesting 

information and innovative interpretation. 

https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/20180207-brisbane_clean_green_sustainable_2017-2031.pdf
https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/20180207-brisbane_clean_green_sustainable_2017-2031.pdf
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Covering topics of science, horticulture and site history in an engaging way generates goodwill 

and increases knowledge and support for the botanic gardens and arboretum programs for 

visitors and across Brisbane.

Volunteer Guides are often the first point of contact with visitors 
in the gardens and Brisbane and they significantly enhance the 
visitor experience.

The first intake of Volunteer Guides was in 1988 at Brisbane Botanic Gardens Mt Coot-tha 

following the success of guiding at World Expo 88 held in Brisbane. A second intake followed 

some months later at the City Botanic Gardens in 1989. Some of the original guides are still 

actively guiding in both the City and Mount Coot-tha gardens and there have been intakes of 

new guides every two to three years since 1988, ensuring a vibrant and energetic program.

Volunteer Guides are equipped with the knowledge and skills needed to help achieve 

excellence in visitor experience to the botanic gardens that is both enjoyable and to encourage 

ongoing connection with plants and the botanic gardens. The training program runs over nine 

weeks and includes topics such as:

•	 the historical background to Brisbane’s City Botanic Gardens at Gardens Point

•	 an overview of Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha

•	 specialist communication and interpretation 

•	 basic botany and fascinating facts about plants and flowers

•	 introductory botanical classification 

•	 interpretive storytelling and research skills

•	 planning a guided walk

•	 introduction to the role of the Queensland Conservation Seedbank and the resources at the 

Mt Coot-tha Library 

•	 guided walks of Sherwood Arboretum – the most recent addition to the guiding 

training program following the incorporation of this historic site into the 

botanic garden’s management.

Newly graduating guides are assigned a mentor and this enables a smooth transition into the 

guiding family. This also gives guides the opportunity to showcase their skills to each other and 

develop a comprehensive overview of the visitor experience. 

In 2019, 40 new Guides will commence with Brisbane’s Botanic Gardens which will increase the 

Guiding Team to almost 150 Volunteer Guides.
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Such incredible knowledge, dedication 

and passion by the guides also sees 

Brisbane residents become ambassadors 

for the gardens and Brisbane City. Thirty 

years is a wonderful achievement and 

the commitment of so many people 

over the years has led to hundreds 

of thousands of visitors leaving the 

gardens and Brisbane with memorable 

impressions of their walks with 

Volunteer Guides.

We are fortunate to have dedicated staff 

and volunteers who all love Brisbane’s 

‘botanic treasures’. This is the real recipe 

MILESTONES

Volunteer Guide Ray Steward OAM at 
Brisbane Botanic Gardens Mount Coot-tha.  
Photo: Brisbane Botanic Gardens

of success for a programme achieving such a commendable milestone for our ‘living treasures’ 

whilst ensuring environmental achievements that Brisbane City Council has made in partnership 

with the community.

BUILT TOUGH. BUILT TO WORK.
The Hauler Pro and Pro X are the  hardest working, longest las�ng 
and most powerful electric u�li�es on the market - Schedule your
demo today and find out what the fuss is about!  

WWW.EZGO.COM.AU
Contact Graham Janson for more info
grahamj@ezgo.com.au     0488 166 993

Royal Botanic Garden Sydney Took Delivery of their Hauler Pro  05/06/19
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Celebrating 30 years 
in palm conservation 
Rosemary Lovatt, Curator, The Palmetum

The Palmetum botanic garden in Townsville turned 30 last year and to celebrate a free community 

fun day was held on the first Sunday of the September school holidays. 

Thousands took the opportunity to explore the gardens with activities around every corner. 

Visitors strolled through the striking avenue of Carpoxylon macrosperma to the enchanted forest 

where they were met by buskers, music meditation and the gardens own Pixie ‘Taylor’ who 

kept the children entertained on the plant sensory mats. The plant hub was a hive of activity 

with displays from local gardening clubs, healthy living cooking workshops, and short talks by 

local gardening gurus. Both children and adults took the opportunity to stop near the Black Hawk 

helicopter memorial and make a poppy to remember those Queenslanders that enlisted in the 

First World War. 

Historical images of the garden sent locals 

on a trip down memory lane with many 

recalling fond memories of when the garden 

was grassland and they went swimming in 

the local creek. The Palmetum’s magnificent 

savannah palms created a stunning backdrop 

for displays by local artists and craft groups. 

Parents relaxed under the leaves of the 

Attalea palms, whilst the children enjoyed a 

teddy bears picnic or climbed aboard the train 

to trek up around the xerophyte gardens. 

For palm enthusiasts it was a day to 

reconnect with old friends and celebrate 

the contribution made by the late Robert 

Tucker. The event was supported by the 

Queensland Government and was truly about 

the community discovering one of Australia’s 

unique botanic gardens.  

The Palmetum’s 30th anniversary was celebrated 
with a community day
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The National Arboretum Canberra is one of the 

world’s largest living collections of rare, endangered 

and significant trees. Over 20,000 hours of 

volunteer work across a diverse range of activities 

in the last financial year has enabled crucial 

interpretation of the site including events and tours, 

improved horticultural operations including field 

forest working bees and valuable science research. 

The Southern Tablelands Ecosystems Park (STEP) 

located at Forest 20, is devised, planted and managed by STEP, an all-volunteer community 

group, in partnership with the National Arboretum Canberra.

The STEP forest focusses on establishing a Southern Tablelands Regional Botanic Garden that 

features native trees and understorey plants that represent the ecological communities from the 

Southern Tablelands and educating the wider community about the importance of the region’s 

flora. The geographic region of the Southern Tablelands includes Canberra and the population 

centres of Crookwell, Yass, Tumut, Tumbarumba, Delegate and Braidwood. 

STEP was a brainchild of a group of members from the Australian Native Plants Society Canberra 

(ANPS) and Friends of Grasslands (FOG) in 2002 who established the separate community group 

with the objective of creating a place that would demonstrate local native flora and provide a 

location for educational outreach about the natural environment. The concept and its feasibility 

took many years to come to fruition with early potential sites being found unsuitable.

With continued dedication of a number of key STEP volunteers, negotiations continued with 

various government groups and representatives about the National Arboretum Canberra being 

a suitable site for the STEP project. Finally in 2008 the then ACT Chief Minister, Jon Stanhope 

MLA gave strong support for the STEP project and it was agreed that STEP would have a home at 

Forest 20 at the National Arboretum Canberra.

STEP volunteers – 
leaving a legacy for the future
Lauren Brown, Community Engagement Officer, 
National Arboretum Canberra

Celebrating 10 years of planting at the 
Southern Tablelands Ecosystems Park
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This year STEP celebrated 10 years of planting. The first trees were planted in 2009, four years 

before the National Arboretum Canberra opened to the public. To commemorate this event, in 

March 2019 ACT Chief Minister Andrew Barr planted a Eucalyptus melliodora (Yellow Box) tree 

that is characteristic of local woodlands and complements the adjacent woodland reserve. Mr 

Barr was the third Chief Minister to have contributed to the plantings of the Southern Tablelands 

regional botanical garden.

Since STEP first planted eucalypt trees in 

2009 it has continued to be developed and 

maintained with weekly working bees by a 

dedicated group of volunteers who have an 

impressive array of skills and talents. Our 

‘STEPpers’ provide their time, botanical 

expertise, funds, energy and have brought 

the concept of a regional botanic garden to 

life within the National Arboretum, benefiting 

Canberra and visiting tourists. 

STEP volunteers enjoy working outdoors 

on a variety of tasks. The tasks range from site 

preparation, planting, weeding, propagating, and maintaining irrigation and paths. STEPpers 

also work together to promote conservation of local native species through media, monthly 

newsletters, onsite educational tours and partnerships with other groups whose aims are to 

improve conservation of regional plants. 

STEP benefits and meets the needs of the community in multiple ways through conservation 

of the region’s plants, educating visitors and students, contributing to citizen science and 

supporting a community of volunteers who benefit from camaraderie, knowledge sharing and 

being outdoors. Volunteers meet weekly to engage in working bee activity which provides the 

volunteers, many whom are retired or part-time workers, with physical activity, social connections 

and academic knowledge. 

In future years STEP hopes to work in a three-way partnership with the National Arboretum and 

the ACT Parks and Conservation Service in a recovery program for 44 hectares of yellow box/red 

gum woodland next to the STEP site. This is an excellent example of how a volunteer community 

group have the capacity and skills to work with the local government to enhance and support a 

government project. 

The National Arboretum Canberra is incredibly proud of the partnership with STEP and their 

volunteers. Their endless dedication and weekly working bees to nurture this unique site enables 

the National Arboretum to present a beautiful regional botanic garden for the community to 

enjoy, engage with, discover and learn from for many future generations. 

The STEPpers at one of their weekly working bees
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Camperdown’s Botanic Gardens and 

Arboretum occupy a 25-hectare section 

of a 100-hectare Public Park. It was 

reserved in 1869. Daniel Bunce, then 

Director of the Geelong Botanic Gardens, 

provided advice on planting and layout. 

His selection of conifers from around 

the world is still a distinguishing feature 

of the botanic garden. Pines, Cypress, 

Redwoods, Araucarias and Cedars stand 

on the highest ground and, outside 

the fence, there are several Monterey 

Cypresses (Hesperocyparis macrocarpa), 

the ubiquitous windbreak tree of Victoria’s Western District. In the northern section of the garden 

is an avenue of the European Linden (Tilia x europaea), a tree known to be favoured by Bunce. 

It makes a unique and beautiful feature as it changes through the seasons.

William Guilfoyle culled Bunce’s conifers when he was engaged to take the site to the next stage 

in 1889. Riding a wave of adulation from his makeover of the Melbourne Botanic Gardens, which 

he began in 1873, Guilfoyle was much in demand to design gardens for the grand homes of the 

prosperous pastoralists of the Western District, and was engaged by municipal councils in the 

region to put his stamp on their public gardens too. The botanic gardens at Warrnambool, Colac, 

Koroit, Hamilton and Horsham proudly proclaim their links to the great garden maker. His long 

association with Camperdown, which began in 1888, culminated in the preparation of a detailed 

plan for the Public Park in 1910, just two years before his death. The plan is now housed in the 

local museum with Guilfoyle’s handwritten notes and comprehensive key to selected trees. 

Camperdown’s Botanic Gardens and Arboretum are 150 years old this year. There will be no 

graceful ageing. There will be a battle for survival. Those who support the conservation of a 

FEATURE GARDEN

A battle by tooth and claw: 
heritage site or holiday park?
Janet O’Hehir, President, Camperdown Botanic Gardens and 
Arboretum Trust Inc.

Entrance to the Arboretum, now closed to the public
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beautiful place in its scenic location for public enjoyment, respite, quiet recreation and engagement 

with nature and plants will make their case against a council defending its 2013 decision to operate 

a commercial caravan park within its boundaries. 

Colac Botanic Gardens has a café and the Royal Botanic 

Gardens in Melbourne has The Terrace, it is argued, so why 

shouldn’t Camperdown Botanic Gardens and Arboretum 

have a commercial holiday park in its midst? The buildings 

are painted ‘wilderness green’, after all. Never mind the 

befuddlement of traffic, with cars, caravans, trailers and boats 

and the paraphernalia of holidaymakers: braziers, camping 

gear, clothes lines, jet skis, fire hose boxes, and ramshackle 

old vans on blocks, with makeshift annexes, and one with an 

old fridge lashed to its side.

It is a place worth defending. In February 1982 eminent 

educator, writer and horticulture advocate, Tommy Garnett 

in a column in the Age entitled ‘Putting life back into botanic 

gardens’ wrote that ‘The most spectacular site is that of 

Camperdown, perched on a high hill overlooking two lakes … 

and a large part of Australia Felix’.

View from the botanic garden, 
overlooking the twin volcanic lakes 
of Bullen Merri and Gnotuk

In the early 80s Garnett and newly appointed project officer, John Hawker (who carved out an 

indispensable role over the next 35 years as Heritage Victoria’s specialist horticulturist) embarked 

on a project to map the botanic gardens of Victoria, many of which were neglected and in danger 

of being lost forever. They travelled the state, mapping gardens, identifying trees and recording 

significant features. Friends groups were set up, councils were offered financial incentives to invest 

in conservation and reinvigoration, and communities again celebrated the treasures in their midst. 

Caravan parks had become an obstacle to 

the rejuvenation of many of the regional 

botanic gardens. Port Fairy, Garnett 

lamented, had ‘sacrificed its garden entirely 

to Mammon in the shape of caravans’. 

Kyneton had gone only part of the way, 

‘decking the victim with the pink brick 

of lavatories’ to service its caravan park. 

The problem existed also at Camperdown. 

In his 1983 book Historic Gardens of 

Victoria: a Reconnaissance, Peter Watts 

was disappointed to find that ‘Invaders 

from a different age encroach on this once 

lovely place’. 

Caravan congestion at Camperdown botanic gardens
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In recent years, some changes have occurred. Kyneton has ousted the caravans and reclaimed a 

special collection of oaks, but Port Fairy Botanic Gardens has largely morphed into the Gardens 

Caravan Park. Camperdown is in danger of going the same way. 

Since its beginnings as the subject of attention by celebrity garden makers, the fortunes of 

Camperdown’s Botanic Gardens and its surrounding park have waxed and waned. They have 

suffered neglect during two world wars; they have been cared for by diligent live-in council 

gardeners, sometimes over generations of the same family; they have lost and gained plants and 

features according to fashion and technological change; and they have been threatened by an 

invasion of traffic and holidaymakers that could never have been imagined by government surveyor 

Robert Scott when he recommended in 1869 that the land be set aside for the enjoyment of the 

public and defended against profit seekers.

Over time community groups and their committed volunteers have come to the rescue with ‘just 

in time’ rejuvenation projects. In the 1980s, the Camperdown Lions Club set out to reclaim the 

botanic garden. Volunteer enthusiasm was keen, but funding was scarce. Money was proffered by 

the State Government, then withdrawn until council made a commitment to the future of the place. 

The efforts paid off. Over the next 20 years the botanic garden reclaimed some of its dignity, with 

a new fence, seats, paths, a watering system, reinstated rose garden, and repairs to the old potting 

shed, gardener’s cottage and picnic shelter. 

In 2011, the Botanic Gardens and Arboretum 

joined many of the Victorian botanic gardens on 

the Victorian Heritage Register. The 25-hectare 

section of the Public Park reserve consisted of a 

rectangle, taking in the treed area surrounding 

the botanic garden and the oak-lined entrance 

drive from the old gardener’s cottage. This 

included the area occupied by the caravan park. 

Volunteers have been the mainstay of the gardens 
since the 1980s

In 2012, the Camperdown Botanic Gardens and 

Arboretum Trust was set up as a community 

group to work towards the conservation and 

improvement of place. Volunteers set to 

work. With a horticulturist and a landscape 

architect among their number, and a core of 

local residents who held affectionate memories 

of family gatherings and school picnics, the 

group was keen to revive and rejuvenate 

the Botanic Gardens and the Arboretum. 
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Trees were planted and new beds laid out. Gardening was again happening in the garden. 

Hopes were high that the ramshackle caravan park would be removed. Not so. Council hatched 

a plan to turn the tired old council-operated facility into a commercial enterprise, and an 

operator was lured in to attempt the transformation. Objections have been lodged with VCAT 

and the Heritage Council, and they continue. The next will be heard at VCAT in September.

After 150 years the Camperdown Botanic Gardens and Arboretum is a place on the brink. In a 

topographical sense, it sits on the edge of a steep slope, on a ridge overlooking two ancient 

crater lakes. This is what makes it both special and challenging to manage.

It may also be on the brink of destruction. Like many public parks and gardens, it is regarded by 

its management as a burden, a place that needs to ‘pay its way’ in money terms. In 2019, most 

of the Arboretum land that surrounds the 1.2-hectare botanic garden is leased for cattle grazing 

and caravanning. 

Public parks and gardens are as vital to our health and 
wellbeing as they were in the 1800s. 

It could also be on the brink of a new future. In the 1800s, public parks and gardens were 

established all over the world as a response to industrialisation and the removal of populations 

from their rural homes. The imperative today remains the same. Our country is become more 

intensely urbanised. People are removed from nature and from the connection with the earth 

as the sustaining force for life. Even home gardens are disappearing. Public parks and gardens 

are as vital to our health and wellbeing as they were in the 1800s. Botanic gardens and arboreta 

can be places for communities to enjoy, celebrate and enrich their lives. Their education, 

conservation and awareness-raising roles are increasingly important as local ecosystems are 

threatened. They can be as important to our economic wellbeing as our psychological health. 

Places that make the town beautiful generate pride among those who live there, encourage 

others to come and make their homes there, and encourage domestic and overseas visitors to 

come and seek pleasure in beauty and retreat. 

Securing the future for the Camperdown Botanic Gardens and Arboretum will involve finding 

new and creative ways to gather resources, skills, interest and care, to encourage appreciation 

and commitment.

There will be no graceful ageing for this botanic garden and arboretum. There will be a battle 

by tooth and claw between those who see it as a piece of land with costs that can only be met 

by handing it over to generate income for a few, and those who see it as a special and unique 

place worth looking after for public enjoyment for the next 150 years.
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What sort of landscapes do you imagine when you think of Israel?

Before I came to Alice Springs and Israel, I imagined them both to be 

barren, non-diverse, flat landscapes. In reality, this is far from accurate, 

as both regions are very diverse with unique flora and fauna. 

Early last year, I was escaping the summer heat by reading my BGANZ 

emails. I came across an internship position at the Jerusalem Botanical 

Gardens in Israel. It has been a dream of mine to work in a garden in 

another country for many years, so I was very excited when I came 

across this opportunity. I was working at the Olive Pink Botanic Garden 

in the Central Australian desert when I applied for the position. A few 

months later, I found myself on a plane heading to Israel, as the Jewish 

National Fund (JNF) had approved my application. This turned out to 

be an amazing experience, and I am so grateful to have been given 

this opportunity.

PROFESSIONAL NETWORKS

My horticultural adventures 
in the Holy Land
Doug McDougall, Olive Pink Botanic Garden, recipient of the 
Horticultural Scholarship with Jerusalem Botanical Gardens

On my first day at the Jerusalem Botanical Gardens, I was taken on a tour of the botanic garden by 

Dr Michael Avishai. He was an elderly gentleman in his 90s, who happened be one of the founders 

of the garden. His enthusiasm for plants was phenomenal, and he is definitely someone I aspire 

to emulate when I am older. He showed me a tree with thick leathery leaves, with a sickle shape 

similar to what you would find on a Eucalypt. ‘What sort of tree do you think this is?’ he asked me. I 

was surprised to find out it was actually a Poplar tree. Populus euphratica, has evolved various leaf 

forms, but one of these share the same sickle shape as a Eucalypt. I was really impressed to see 

them growing in the wild in the desert region of Ein Avdat (south of Jerusalem). (I was saddened to 

hear that Michael had passed away after I returned to Alice Springs, but I am grateful for the legacy 

and inspired by the enthusiasm he has left behind.)

The Jerusalem Botanic Garden contains over 6,000 species of plants from around the world, and is 

Israel’s largest collection of live plants. I really enjoyed working with the passionate staff, many of 

whom would get excited by rare plants that most people would consider weeds! I was impressed 

Bunchosia argentea has a 
sweet peanut butter-like 
flavoured fruit. 
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to see a large group of retired volunteers that would help the garden with a range of duties. It 

reminded me of the dedicated volunteers I have in the Olive Pink Botanic Garden. 

My main duties in Jerusalem were to help establish the newly renovated Tropical Conservatory. 

Acid was added to their irrigation with a fertigator to lower their water’s PH to 5.7, which helped 

the plants thrive. I was involved with releasing natural predators, including a predatory beetle, 

Cryptolaemus, to control mealybugs. This was to try and recreate some natural lifecycles within the 

glasshouse and be less reliant on the use of insecticides. 

The wildlife in the garden really impressed me. The howling of jackals at night would remind me 

of the dingoes in Alice Springs. The garden had a large population of porcupines, who would 

destroy any irrigation pipe that they found. There were also a large range of unique birds, and the 

occasional chameleon. 

I was also fortunate enough to travel around Israel, discovering the country’s various landscapes. 

The alpine region of Mt Hermon has an altitude of over 2000 metres, and many alpine plants 

flourish in this cool climate. The Banias Nature Reserve contains lush vegetation and the largest 

waterfalls of Israel. On the coast in the northern part of Israel you will find the city of Haifa. This city 

has the highly ornamental and impressive Bahia Gardens. To the east of Jerusalem you will find the 

Dead Sea. The landscape dramatically turns to desert as you descend to the lowest point on earth 

at an altitude around minus 400 metres. Here you can find some common Northern Territory weeds, 

including Buffel Grass, Rubber Bush and Athol Pine, struggling in this harsh environment. 

It is difficult to summarise the immense amount of knowledge and learning that was done in my 

six months in Israel. It is a country with diverse landscapes, flora and fauna, which is unique given 

its small size. I recommend taking a trip to this incredible country, and discovering the beauty for 

yourselves. In the meantime, I have included some photos of the region and the places I visited.

Thank-you to BGANZ for promoting the opportunity to members, the Olive Pink Botanic Garden for 

allowing me to take six months off, the JNF for funding my internship, and the Jerusalem Botanical 

Gardens for hosting me and providing such an extraordinary experience and opportunity to learn. 

For those keen to discover more about Israel’s various plants, check out the following websites: 

https://flora.org.il/en/plants/ and https://jbg.gardenexplorer.org

Before and after shots – Doug in the Tropical Conservatory at Jerusalem Botanic Garden
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BGEN
You’re invited! Botanic Gardens Engagement Network social dinner 
at the BGANZ Congress

Come along to the Botanic Gardens Engagement Network (BGEN) event at the BGANZ Congress 

in Wellington in October. We’ll be meeting on the Monday night of the congress for a social 

dinner and get-together where you can meet others across the botanic gardens network who are 

involved in botanic gardens engagement work. 

Everyone is welcome, this event is open to all congress attendees. Whether you work with 

interpretation, events, education, marketing, volunteering, visitor services or any aspect of 

engaging visitors with plants and gardens, come along and get inspired by meeting a wide range 

of people who work in the same areas as you. Details of when and where to meet will be shared 

with all congress attendees. The evening promises to be fun and a great opportunity to grow your 

network of like-minded professionals. You’ll also meet members of the BGEN committee and get 

to know more about what we do. 

Two BGEN committee members are also presenting at the congress – Michael Connor (BGEN 

secretary) from Wollongong Botanic Gardens will be presenting on a program that he is working 
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on with the University of Wollongong. It is called My Favourite Garden. This Co-creation program 

involves children from the early learning centres at the University visiting the botanic garden and 

working with the education staff and with the volunteers in the children’s garden. Julia Watson 

(BGEN Convenor) from the Auckland Botanic Gardens is presenting on a recent three-month 

exhibition (and programme of events) titled Gardeners of the Galaxy, showcasing the importance of 

plants for life, told through the compelling story of space travel. Come along and meet other BGEN 

professionals at these sessions.

If you’re not quite sure what exactly BGEN is, read on to find out!

What is BGEN?

BGEN is a professional development network for botanic gardens staff and volunteers who work in 

all areas such as: engaging visitors with plant collections, garden signage and interpretation, events, 

education, volunteering, visitor services, community engagement and outreach, as well as layering 

of information to communicate key garden and collection messages. We support sharing and 

collaboration between botanic gardens and facilitate the exchange of innovative practices, research 

and evaluation.

How can I connect with BGEN?

Our primary platform is an online blog (https://bgenanz.wordpress.com/) where we share resources, 

ideas and best practices. We also run workshops at BGANZ congresses and regionally. Check out 

the range of resources we currently have on the blog and follow the blog for regular updates.

Who can join BGEN?

Any members of BGANZ who work in the above areas and would like to be involved can join BGEN.

Who co-ordinates BGEN?

BGEN is co-ordinated by a convenor, a secretary, and up to six representatives from Australia and 

New Zealand. The current convenor is Julia Watson (Education and Partnerships Co-ordinator 

at the Auckland Botanic Gardens) and secretary is Michael Connor (Coordinator of Education at 

Wollongong Botanic Garden). Current representatives are Aaron Harrison (Education Coordinator at 

the Botanic Gardens of South Australia), Ngaire Gilligan (Education and Interpretation Co-ordinator, 

Brisbane Botanic Gardens Mt Coot-tha) and Vicki Lee-Bower (Visitor Experience Coordinator at 

Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha). Get in touch with any of the current representatives to ask 

questions and to get involved.



74 THE BOTANIC GARDENer  |  ISS 52  JUNE 2019

9th BGANZ Congress – 
Plants from the Past, Plants for the future
20–23 October 2019 

Wellington Botanic Gardens, New Zealand

Australian Garden History Society –  
40th Annual National Conference 2019
25–27 October 2019 

Te Papa Tongarewa MUSEUM OF NEW ZEALAND Wellington, New Zealand

6th Australasian Botanic Guides Conference
16–20 September 2019 

Perth, Western Australia

American Public Gardens Association Conference
June 2020 (BGANZ Free Registration Award TBC)

Calendar of 
conferences and events 
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