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Growing Plants Growing People 
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Making Aboriginal Cultural 

Connections Happen 



Overview 
• Background 

• Video 

• Gardens & Plants 

• Questions 
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FMBG Patron 

Jane Edmanson 



FMBG Strategic Plan 

• Objectives 

– To promote Cultural and Heritage principles and recognise the 

contribution of the Traditional Owners 

• Actions 
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5.2 Foster relationships and 

involvement with cultural and 

heritage groups and other 

groups which are compatible 

with the spirit of the botanic 

garden development. 

Develop areas of the garden as 

per the Plan with the involvement 

of cultural and heritage groups 

and other groups as appropriate. 
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Wurundjeri 

Wathaurung 

Dja Dja Wurrung 
Taungurung 

Registered Aboriginal Parties 

Map: 25 August 2017 

RAPs have decision making responsibilities for protecting Aboriginal cultural 

heritage in a specified geographical area 
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Oct 2014 



A Safe Community Place 

• involves, supports and encourages Aboriginal peoples 
participation 

– a Greek or Chinese Hall maybe viewed by the respective 
communities as a safe place for Greek or Chinese people to openly 
celebrate customs and do so in a supportive environment 

• focal point being to acknowledge and respect Aboriginal 
culture, custom and history 

• a place in which the Aboriginal community connects to 
celebrate custom history and culture  
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Cultural Safe Space 

• Connecting people to Country, land, waterways, cultural 

traditions and community ...  

• Ceremonial circle connects people to country and 

community culture through delivery and bare feet, 

pounding of the ground connects to ancestral storylines 

and dreaming etc… 

• Reclaiming plant knowledge and use  

– significant element to cultural practice 
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Making it Happen 

• Welcoming 

• Respecting 

• Understanding 

• Sharing 

• Engaging 

• Supporting 

• Working through Situations 

• Allowing time (Patience) 
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Major Players 

• FMBG 

• Djerriwarrh Health Services 

– Melton Men’s Aboriginal Group 

– Aboriginal Parent’s Group 

• Melton City Council 

• Department of Education 
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Timeline 

• First approach to FMBG 2014 

• Introductions 

• Meetings 

• Project Proposal 

• Community Partnership Sept 2015 

• Ceremonial Circle Brief 

• Wurundjeri Council 
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January 2017 
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January 2017 

Ceremonial Circle 

Bushfoods Garden 

Indigenous 

Peoples Garden 

Mural 

Victorian Volcanic 

Plains Garden 

Koori Student Garden 

Indigenous 

plantings 

Indigenous 

plantings 
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Community Partnerships 

• The Community Partnership Program is for community 

organisations from different cultural, religious and 

linguistic backgrounds to come together and work in 

partnership on a joint project 

• The program links community groups with each other, to 

work in partnership to produce projects to their own 

benefit and that of the wider community 

• Sharing of skills, experience and knowledge with others 

so we can grow together 
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Video – 4 minutes 

• Joanne - Woiwurrung 

• Damien – Warlpiri  

• Andrew – Gunditjamara 

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community 

 

 

• https://youtube/Y1h-qgrvxjI 
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Plants & Gardens 

• Boomerang Garden 

• Bushfoods Garden  

• Koori Student Garden 

• Indigenous Peoples Garden 

• Indigenous plantings 

– Ryans Creek 

– around the Lake 

– Remnant vegetation 
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Indigenous 

People’s and 

Bushfoods 

Gardens 

Bushfoods 

VVP 

Indigenous Peoples  

Garden 

Koori Student  

Garden 
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3 August 2017 

Boomerang Garden 

Ceremonial Circle 

Mural 
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NAIDOC 2017 

Ceremonial Circle 
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Mural plans 
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Gardens and Plants 

• create a sense of connection through the plant collections 

– medicinal, ceremonial, food source plants and other plant uses which 
had been lost for decades through the colonization process of this 
Country.   

• fundamental to create meaningful connections for our First 
Nation people  

– to build the bridge to reconciliation 
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NAIDOC 2017 
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Koori Student Garden 



43 



44 

Koorie Student 

Garden 
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Funding 

Lions 

Western Water 

FMBG 

CVGT 

Victorian 

Volcanic Plains 

Aboriginal 

Plant Usage 

Garden 
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Victorian Volcanic Plains Grasslands  

Microseris lanceolata, Yam Daisy, Murrnong (Koorie name) 
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Spring 2016 
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Indigenous Peoples Garden Dec 2016 
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June 2017 
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Bushfoods  

Garden 

May 2016 

Nov 2016 
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Bushfoods  

Garden 

Native Elderberry 

Sambucus gaudichaudiana 
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May 2017 
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Bushfood signage 



Ongoing Engagement 
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Events 
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Aboriginal Children events 

Aboriginal Community events 

Summer Solstice Celebration 

Launch events 

 



FMBG Guided Tours 
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Reconciliation Week Tour 
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Bushfoods Morning Tea 

60 



BGANZ Open Day 
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3 August 2017 

Spirit Creator 



Rock Artwork 
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Outcomes 

• Cultural safe space 

• Ceremonial Circle 

• Language map and mural 

• Indigenous Peoples themed gardens 

• Community events 

• Involvement in activities 

• Learning respect for each other 

• Connection to country 
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Thankyou and Questions 


