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PURPOSE 

The purpose of the BGANZ honour roll is to recognise members who have made an 
exceptional and enduring contribution to BGANZ and the BGANZ network for the 
betterment of botanic gardens, and advancing the organisation’s purpose.  

Induction represents the highest level of individual recognition and is reserved for those 
whose impact extends beyond a single institution and has influenced the sector at a 
regional, national, or international scale. 

 

NOMINATION PROCESS 

Self-nominations are not accepted. Nominations are open all year round. 

Nominations must include: 

1) Your contact details as nominator 

2) Contact details of the person you are nominating 

3) A clear statement addressing each criterion and supporting evidence of impact. 

4) Letters of reference (minimum of 2) by someone other than the nominator. 
Additional references may be requested where clarification or broader sector 
validation is required.  

Reference letters should demonstrate why the nominee meets the Honour Roll criteria and 
confirms the significance and enduring nature of their contributions to BGANZ. 

Who Should Provide a Reference 

Referees should: 

• Hold senior, respected positions within botanic gardens, horticulture, 
conservation, science, education, or related fields. 

• Have direct knowledge of the nominee’s work and impact. 



 

 

• Ideally represent different institutions or regions to demonstrate sector-wide 
recognition. 

• Be able to provide an independent and credible perspective. 

Reference letters should: 

• Be written on organisational letterhead where possible. 
• Include the referee’s name, title, organisation, and contact details. 
• Be signed and dated. 
• Typically be 1–2 pages in length. 
• Provide specific examples and evidence, not only general praise. 
• Maintain a professional and objective tone. 

 

SELECTION CRITERIA 

A nominated person’s outstanding service to BGANZ will be evaluated within the following 
guidelines.  

• Activity within the network, as evidenced by a significant length of 
involvement. 
o e.g. Board, Committees, working groups, specialist advisory groups, 

mentor within the network, volunteer for BGANZ/BGANZ events etc 
 

• Evidence of Sector-Level Impact 
o beyond single organisation 
o scale of activities/contributions 
 

• Leadership or influence  
o mentoring, knowledge sharing,  
o policy influence, sector advancement 
 

• Enduring Legacy 
o Outcomes that continue to deliver benefit 
o Cultural, scientific, educational, or conservation significance 
o Long-term influence on people, practice, or the direction of the 

sector. 
o Lasting programs, collections, research or institutional change 
 

• Alignment with BGANZ purpose and values 
o contribution must clearly support the organisation’s purpose and 

strategic pillars 
 

Level of Achievement Expected 

To maintain the prestige of the Honour Roll, induction should be limited to individuals who: 

• Are widely regarded by peers as sector leaders or pioneers. 



 

 

• Have delivered transformational or long-term impact, rather than incremental 
contribution alone. 

• Have shaped direction, standards, or outcomes within the botanic gardens’ 
community. 

• Represent a contribution of national or international significance. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Nominees will be initially assessed by the BGANZ Member Committee against the selection 
criteria. If the Member Committee agrees on the merits of the nominee, it will recommend 
the nominee to the Board for acceptance. 

Nominees can only be inducted into the Honour Roll on the unanimous vote of the BGANZ 
Board. 

Induction into the Honour Roll is solely the decision of the BGANZ Board and no 
correspondence will be entered into.  

 

RECOGNITION 

Persons inducted into the BGANZ Honour Roll will be presented with a BGANZ certificate 
acknowledging their contribution and their name recorded on the Honour roll listed on the 
BGANZ website. 

Honour roll inductees will be recognised and presented with their certificate at the BGANZ 
congress awards ceremony. 
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